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BUILDING PRODUCTION 


LEVEN months almost to the day after the recom- 
mendation by the National Joint Council that there 
should be set up a National Joint Production Council with 
regional committees whose sole object would be to secure 
a higher rate of production, the Minister of Works, Mr. 
Tomlinson, held his first conference with those 18 regional 
production officers who have so far been appointed. 

Let us first congratulate Mr. Buchanan’s Council on 
determining to get to close quarters with the problem of 
raising production. Success will not lie in the issue of written 
edicts and advice from a central organisation but in the 
contacts of employers and operatives with flesh-and-blood 
figures whom they can see and to whom they can talk and 
put their difficulties. It is not too much to say that this 
scheme will largely stand or fall by the personality, ability 
and drive of the regional production officers and the 
regional committees they are to set up. 

What is the problem these regional officers and their 
committees are facing ? Mr. Tomlinson put it in a sentence 
when he said last week : “ The question of output depends 
partly on the men’s own will to work and partly on the 
organisation and management on the site.” There is 
danger in over-simplification of the problem, however, and 
it is necessary to find upon what factors this “ will-to- 
work” depends for success. In our opinion it depends 
upon three factors which can only be solved by collaboration 
between operatives and employers. These are :— 

(a) Good working and welfare conditions ; 

(b) The establishment of a fair datum for output with a 

monetary incentive for production over this datum ; 

(c) A resurgence of craftsmanship, which may be defined 

as a love of the job for its own sake. 

Let us examine these points in detail as they affect 
work on the job. (a) One of the factors leading to the 
present instability of labour is the unevenness of working 
and welfare conditions as between site and site. Not all 


contractors are aware of their obligations in this matter, | 


though we should be past the stage where welfare is a 
matter for regulation. Where on near-by. sites one con- 
tractor does little for his men while the other provides 
drying accommodation, lavatory accommodation, canteen 
or cooking facilities and hot water for washing or tea, it 
is to be expected that men will gravitate to the latter. 
Here is not a question of extravagant display but of an 
attitude of mind, of the employer’s genuine interest in the 
welfare of his men. The industry, federations and unions, 
have the power to improve welfare. They should do so 
by agreement voluntarily rather than wait for Government 
direction, which will otherwise surely come. The use of 
machines to replace many of the laborious processes in 
building must also be increased, though there are obvious 
difficulties at present of supply. 

(b) In considering incentives it is well to accept the 
inevitable fact that humanity in general and not the 
builder-for-profit only is actuated by the profit motive. 
That being so, some monetary incentive may be con- 
sidered as an essential factor in raising output. The 
builder engaged on private work is well aware of this, and 
much of the instability of labour is attributable to the fact 
that many kinds of unofficial bonus schemes are operating 





up and down the country. Generally speaking, these are 
not found in local authority housing, with the inevitable 
result that many men (though not necessarily the best) 
are drawn away from official housing to other work which 
promises them higher rewards. It is past time that an 
overall or regional scheme of payment by results was. 
devised and put into operation, a matter to which Mr. 
Tomlinson drew attention in his speech last week. This. 
would require the establishment of a datum line for output 
and it may be thought that this should be substantially 
higher than was fixed during the war when the industry 
was so largely dependent on old men and boys. We 
believe that the individual operative is by no means. 
opposed to a fairly operated system of payment by results, 
and if their leaders mean to implement the production 
drive, they will consider such systems on their merits. 

(c) We believe that incentives in the form of improved 
working conditions and higher wages for greater effort are 
essential for increased output, but let us not delude our- 
selves into thinking that such incentives will successfully 
be operated, in the early stages at least, without increased 
inspectorates and complicated accounting systems if those 
who work harder or more intelligently are to receive the 
benefit over the lazy and inefficient. There are bound to. 
be early difficulties in the operation of any effective scheme 
and the only effective long-term solution can be a general 
return to the craft-spirit which has always in normal times. 
informed the British building trade. This will take time, 
especially with the tremendous influx of men who have not 
yet understood the great building traditions to which they 
are heirs, and it will come only if, in deciding incentives, 
due place is found for quality of work as well as mere 
quantity. Without this the sympathy and willing co- 
operation of the older men will be lost and with them our 
craft tradition. 

Necessarily many factors which operate up and down the 
country have not been touched on, among them the 
employers’ right, which with safeguarding conditions must. 
surely be restored, of dispensing with men whose inefficiency 
or calculated slackness is a drag on the job. We can only 
deal here with one more point—Mr. Tomlinson’s right 
insistence on improved management on the site. This 
depends on a clockwork efficiency in which architect and 
surveyor, builder and operative, materials manufacturer 
and transport must unite. Shortages exist, particularly in 
trained supervision and in certain materials and their 
proper distribution. The production officers have no direct 
responsibility for ensuring that materials are in adequate 
supply, but they are empowered to act in breaking open 
bottle-necks and generally getting materials on to the site. 
The exercise of this power is vital. Houses cannot be built 
without materials or become homes without fittings, and a 
big factor in production is the avoidance of that sense of 
frustration which overtakes both masters and men when 
their best effects are negatived through a weak link along 
the chain. It will be one of the production officers’ tasks 
to locate and deal with these weak links in whatever part 
of the chain of building construction they may be. We 
wish them well in their vitally important task and stand 
ready to help in every way we can. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Our London. 

Many barbs were hurled by Professor 

tichardson when he lectured at the 
Regent-street Polytechnic last week. These 
were mainly against ‘‘ the moderns,” with 
their ‘‘ concrete boxes.’’ The Professor is 
n famous lecturer, and his vital charm and 
persuasion must have raised many doubts 
in the minds of the younger architects and 
students assembled there as to whether the 
modern idea in design is so much the last 
word in building for the future as our ad- 
vanced architectural theorists would have 
us think it is. 

To be confronted, either in actuality or 
by a lantern slide, with such architecture 
as Somerset House does rather give us 
cause to wonder whether to-day or 
to-morrow we will ever achieve such 
beauty of scale and proportion. Such 
popular words as ‘‘ function and utility ”’ 
suddenly assume hard and manufactured 
meanings, and a nostalgia and perhaps a 
slight sense of defeatism enter our minds 
—defeatism for the reason that we have 
allowed progress to dictate to us its own 
requirements and serious limitations. 

With the Professor’s help, old London 
buildings, which to many of us were rather 
dull old period pieces, sprang to life, and 
their exquisite proportions and colour 
became alive to us again, and we felt 
deeply grateful for the fact that. they at 
least had escaped damage from aerial 
bombardment. 

We are certainly not of the opinion that 
the new London should be rebuilt in the 
style of the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, but strict control must be used; 
perhaps it is a good thing that the present 
modern style has passed beyond its grow- 
ing pains. Some pre-war errors in taste 
must not be allowed to occur again. 
Incidentally, architecture in one instance 
has provided perhaps the only reason for 
the “colour bar” in England. Time, as 
the Americans say, marches on, and there 


is no reason at all why the old London 
should not be proud to rub shoulders and 
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party walls with the new, provided we bear 


in mind the two great rules which alone 
make for great architecture—the necessity 
of good proportion and good taste. 


More Competitions ! 

Ir is rather surprising, having in mind 
the dearth of actual building, that more 
competitions are not being organised. This 
would seem as good a time as any to 
develop architectural ideas for the future, 
and many young architects steeped in war 
damage work and minor building altera- 
tions would welcome a chance to exercise 
their sense of design. 

Competitions, large or small, when 
organised on the right lines are a good 
thing, even if only because they add a 
stimulus to the profession, and now, when 
jarge-scale building seems a very distant 
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prospect, the opportunity to plan on 
paper, with a chance of some remunera- 
tion, would be doubly welcome. 

The Crystal Palace Competition, that 
much-maligned venture, received an inter- 
national response ; here is proof enough 
that the system, as a system, is still in 
favour with architects, The London 
Passenger Transport Board’s competition 
for a bus passenger shelter, a relatively 
small competition for the good premiums 
offered, is a wise move, but the field for 
competitions in these days is very ae. 
and the fact that the actual building o 
the scheme would not take place for ihany 
years would not, we think, deter archi- 
tects from ‘‘ having a go.’ 


A Plea for Paint. 

Many foreigners visiting these shores 
tell us that our towns look drab. It is 
high time that colour, even if only as a 
temporary measure, came back to our 
streets. That it can be done was well 
proved round about the time of the vic- 
tory celebrations last year, when people 
seemed, for a short time, to show great 
interest in decoration; now with nothing 
in particular to celebrate, we have 
allowed our towns to become grey again. 
The prim cause, the shortage of paint, 
is a great pity. It ‘is all very well expend- 
ing tons of paint upon giant liners and 
exhibitions—things seen by a compara- 
tively small proportion of the population— 
but our streets and the buildings therein 
are daily sights, seen by all, and should 
surely have a priority in ‘paint distri- 
bution. It is perhaps only when some 
little shop or café bravely sports a new 
coat of paint that the fact is brought home 


to us how necessary colour—good, clean 
colour—is to our enjoyment of life. Things 


like a good colour scheme and some gay 
flower-boxes can make the humblest build- 
ing attractive. 


The Roosevelt Memorial, 

ILLUSTRATED in these pages are the lay- 
out proposed in Grosvenor-square with the 
model of the statue which will form Great 
Britain’s memorial to Franklin Roosevelt. 
The project is being sponsored by the 





Mr. B. W. L. Gallanaugh, F.R.I.B.A., Architect (See Note) 
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Pilgiaas, and will surely command the 
interest and support of every person who 
knows the extent of the debt Great Britain 
owes to the late President. An interesting 
and well-produced brochure, obtainable 
from the principal railway bookstalls and 
booksellers, will be given as a souvenir to 
all who contribute 5s. to the fund. 


Fountains Abbey: S.P.A.B. Protest. 

Lorp Esuer, chairman of the Society 
for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, 
led a deputation which was received on 
November 14 by Mr. George Tomlinson, 
Minister of Works, and put forward the 
society's opposition to the projected 
restoration of Fountains Abbey. 


Surrey Commons. 

Tue Council for the Preservation of 
Rural England, in a detailed report, has 
intimated to the Minister of Town and 
Country Planning its objections to the re- 
tention by Service Departments of certain 
large areas of land for training purposes 
in Surrey. The report states:—At a 
time when military technique is under- 
going fundamental changes, and when 
every acre’ of open space in Surrey is re- 
quired essentially to meet the needs of a 
shifting civilian population, it is highly 
andesirable that further open spaces 
should become the monopoly of the War 
Office. Though we must. not underrate the 
problem of the War Office, this threat to 
icquire the soil of any of the Commons in 
question (under the Defence Act, 1842, 
which allows no appeal to Parliament) 
inust be viewed with apprehension, 
specially as it is a fundamental principle 
£ the Greater London Plan that all large 
»pen spaces of this character accessible to 
the capital should remain inviolate for the 
recreation and benefit of the population. 
As the county has already sacrificed 
21,000 acres to the War Office, quite apart 
from areas held under requisition, it is 
surely time to call a halt? With Bram- 
shot, Bordon and Longmoor Camps and 
the vast training area in Woolmer Forest 
just over the border, there is a grave 
risk that the military authorities may 
intend to incorporate the Surrey Commons 
in @ more ambitious scheme. 


Sheffield’s Way with Old Houses. 

SHEFFIELD, a correspondent informs us, 
has its own methods of adapting 
requisitioned houses in order to provide 
housing accommodation as quickly as 
possible. The authorities there are carry- 
ing out the minimum of adaptation in 
much the same way as they rapidly pre- 
pared old houses for the accommodation 
if people during the bombing periods. 
They are now limiting expenditure to £50 
per unit of accommodation, i.¢., if a house 
can be cut up into two or more flats, a 
maximum of £50 per flat is spent. 

Usually, the first step is to give a 
house a plumbing, electric light and wire 
overhaul. Then two rooms are quickly 
decorated and a tenant is put in. Other 
work follows, and when the flats are 
ready they are let to persons on the wait- 
ing list. They do not wait until a large 
house is completely ready before putting 
in an occupant, the reason for this being 
that they are trying to _ prevent 
‘ squatters’? taking over. 

This method of adaptation is, of course, 
rather lowering the usual standards, 
because there have to be joint users of 
baths, water closets, cooking arrange- 
ments, etc., whereas in the past adapta- 
tions have been carried out on a fuller 
scale, offering all facilities particular to 
the entire house or individual flat. But 
the considerations which prompted this 
quicker and cheaper process were to 
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A Model of the bronze statue of 
President Roosevelt, the work of Sir 
William Reid Dick, R.A., which is to 
beerected in the proposed Roosevelt 
memorial garden in Grosvenor-ss. 


prevent houses standing empty for ex- 
tended periods and to conserve fittings 
and materials badly needed for permanent 
housing schemes. 


Sir Hugh Beaver’s Appointment. 

Sir Huan Braver has been appointed 
managing director of Guinness’s Brewery, 
for whose new building at Park Royal he 
was consulting engineer, when a partner in 
Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners. 





COMING EVENTS 


Tuesday, November 26. 


Roya Institute or British Arcuitects. Mr. 
Richard Sheppard, F.R.1.B.A., on _‘ Aspects of 
Post-war Building Technique.” R.1.B.A., 66, 
Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

Cuapwick Pusiic Lectures. Professor H. J. 
Collins, M.C., M.Se., M.Inst.C.E., on  “ Some 
Aspects of Structural Engineering.” The Insti- 


tution of Structural Engineers, 11, Upper Bel- 
grave-street, S.W.1. 2.30 p.m. , 
FEDERATION OF ASSOCIATIONS OF SPECIALISTS AND 


Sus-Contractors. Annual Luncheon. Dorchester 
Hotel, Park-lane, W.1. 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 27. 
THe ARCHITECTURAL _ ASSOCIATION. Ordinary 
general meeting. Housing: The Tenant’s 


> by Mr. P. L. Leigh-Breese, Secretary 
of the Guinness Trust. 6 p.m. 

RoyaL INsTiTuTION OF CHARTERED SURVEYORS 
(Middlesex and Urban Essex Junior Branch). 
Mr. M. Portal Hyatt, F.R.G.S., F.Z.S., F.S.1., to 
give an informal talk on mapping and surveying 
in various parts of Africa. R.1.C.S., 12, Great 
George-street, S.W.1._ 6.30 p.m. 

Tue InstrTUTE oF WELDING. A paper on ‘‘ The 
Inspector’s. Approach to Radiographs of M.S. 


Angle,’ 


Butt Welds.’ to be presented by Messrs. 
FE. Fuchs, L. Mullins and 8. H. Smith. The 


Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George- 
street, Westminster, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

FEDERATION OF BriTIsH InDUstRIES. Conference 
on Export. Central Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. 
Continuing on November 28. 

Thursday, November 28. 
Tue INSTITUTION oF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS. Lt.- 
Col. S. A. Stewart, R.E., on “‘ Military Bridg- 
ing.” 11, Upper Belgrave-street, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

Town AND CountTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION. 
Lunch-time talk. Mr. D. B. Williamson, B.Sc., 
on “New Beginnings and New Towns.” The 
Planning Centre, 28, King-street, W.C.2. 
1.15 p.m. 

Hovse-BuiLDING INDUSTRIES’ 
mittee. Conference. Seymour Hall, 
place, Marylebone, W.1. 10.30 a.m. 


SranDING Com- 
Seymour- 
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Planning Warwicks,, Worcs. and Staffs. 
Sm  Parrick Apercrompiz, M.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.1., has been asked by 
the Minister of Town and Country Plan- 
ning to outline a scheme of physical 
development covering Warwickshire, 
Worcestershire and Staffordshire. 


General Appleyard. 

Tue Minister of Works has agreed to 
release Major-General K. C. Appleyard 
from his appointment as Adviser on 
Regional ‘Organisation. He was lent by 
the Army in 1941 to be Director of Emer- 
gency Works, and later Director of Open- 
cast Coal Production in the Ministry of 
Works, and is now returning to civil life. 


Appointment. 

Mr, Georce Rosson, of Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, assistant (deputy) Regional Planning 
Officer for the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning, has been appointed 
County Planning Officer to Northumber- 
land Joint Planning Committee at £1,000, 
rising to £1,350 per annum. 


War Damage Regional Manager. 

Mr. J. L. Morrat, the War Damage 
Commission’s Regional Manager at Man- 
chester, has been seconded to the Govern- 
ment of Burma to act as secretary-manager 
of the Burma War Damage Commission. 
Mr. T. Roberts, the Commission’s Chief 
Regional Manager, will be in charge at 
Manchester during Mr. Moffat’s absence. 
retaining at the same time his status and 
exercising general oversight and co-ordina- 


tion of work at the Newcastle, Leeds. 
Nottingham, and Birmingham Regional 
Offices. 


Professorial Appointment, Melbourne. 

Mr. Brian Lewis, Dip.Arch., F.R.I. 
B.A., chief architect for the Great Western 
{ailway, has been appointed first pro- 
fessor of architecture in the University of 
Melbourne, Victoria. Mr. Lewis was 
R.I.B.A. Victory Scholar, 1931. 


Experimental Stress Analysis Group. 

Ar a meeting held at University College, 
London recently, with the Provost, Dr. 
D. R. Pye, in the chair, and some 60 
persons from academic, Government and 
industrial research establishments present, 
the formation of a society concerning itself 
with photoelasticity was discussed. It 
was decided to extend the scope to other 
techniques of experimental stress analysis 
and to form an informal group whose 
object will be the interchange of knowledge 
and experience among its members. 


Building Technicians’ Diary, 1947. 

The above diary, states the A.B.T., has 
been published as usual this year and a 
larger number was printed, but all copies 
are sold and orders cannot be filled. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. W. M. Woopuovse, M.A., A.R.I.B.A.. has 
accepted an appointment in the Colonial Office 
as Building Research Adviser to the Comp- 
troller for Development in the West Indies. 
He expects to leave this country in January, 
947. 


Mr. R. G. Barciay, P.A.S.I., Chartered Quan- 
tity Surveyor, Kent Lodge, Queen’s-crescent, 
Southsea, Hants, will be pleased to receive 
catalogues from manufacturers, etc. 


From The Builder of 1846 
Saturday, November 21, 1846. 

The sitting of the Council General of the 
Seine, on Saturday, considered the plans 
and estimates for the first section of the 
works at the Palais de Justice. ... At 
this sitting, according to Galignani, it was 
resolved that in all cases where the ex- 
penditure should exceed the estimates, the 
architect shall receive no percentage upon 
the excess. 
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PRODUCTION IN THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


HE first conference of the National 
and Regional Production Officers 
working under the National Joint Produc- 
tion Council for the Building Industry 
took place in London on Thursday, 
November 14. 

The Production Officers’ Scheme is now 
well under way, and 18 of the 22 regional 
production officers to be appointed have 
already taken up their duties throughout 
the country. The remaining four are 
expected to be appointed shortly. Joint 
production committees have been set up 
in every region. f 

It will be remembered that, following 
the increased wage award of December, 
1945, the National Federations of Buildin 
Trades Employers and ee resolve 
to set up a National Joint Production 
Council, whose job it would be to im- 

rove production in the building industry. 

his eed was set up at the beginnin 
of this year, under the chairmanship o 
Mr. G. W. Buchanan, C.B.E., the then 
resident of the National Federation of 
uilding Trades Employers, with Mr. 
J. W. Stephenson, president of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives, as vice-chairman. Other 
officers appointed by the Council were Mr. 
I. Ernest Jones, M.A., B.Sc., and Mr. 
Richard Coppock, C.B.E., as joint secre- 
taries, and Mr. J. A. Paton Walker as 
administrative officer. 

The Council realised that as a national 
body they could in practice do very little 
to influence production on the job. A 
nearer contact was necessary. They there- 
fore decided, after consideration with the 
Ministry of Works, to appoint regional 
production officers, who would be the 
‘eyes’? and “‘ ears ’’ of the organisation, 
and to set up regional joint production 
committees, composed of local builders and 
operatives, to look after their own areas. 

To direct the efforts of the regional 
production officers two national production 
officers were appointed, Mr. I. Ernest 





Jones, of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, and Mr. 
Richard Coppock, of the National Federa- 


tion of Building Trades Operatives, the 
joint secretaries of the Production Council, 
and the employers’ and operatives’ secre- 
taries respectively of the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry. 


Opportunity for Initiative. 

The regional production officers have 
been given wide scope for the exercise of 
initiative, and, with this object in view, 
their duties have deliberately not been too 
closely defined. Conditions vary in all 
regions, and it has been appreciated that 
an instruction that might be valid for 
conditions in East Anglia might well be 
completely out of place if applied to the 
conditions in, for instance, North Wales. 
It is the chief concern of the officers to 
ensure that the rate of output is raised 
and production increased, and to this end 
they are encouraged to visit sites and 
make any suggestions for immediate im- 
provement as they consider expedient and 
necessary. While it is not their respon- 
sibility to ensure that materials are in 
adequate supply, when production or out- 
put is unsatisfactory owing to a hold-up 
of some kind off the site it is the produc- 
tion officer’s job to do what he can to help 
by contacting all parties concerned, and 
generally being of service and helpful 
to all. 

The officers are already at work in 18 
out of 22 regions of England and Wales. 
All of them have wide and varied ex- 
perience of the building industry. They 
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include men who have run their own busi- 
nesses for many years, or been managers 
of building businesses, men who have been 
active in the building trades union move- 
ment, men who have had war-time ex- 
perience in Government service, and 
several of them were officers in the Ser- 
vices during the war. The nine who came 
from the trade union movement started 
their careers in the building industry by 
serving apprenticeships as craftsmen. 

Several Government officials, as well as 
the officers of the Production Council, 
were present at the first conference, and 
the meeting was addressed by the Rt. 
Hon. George Tomlinson, M.P., the Minister 
of Works, and the two national produc- 
tion officers, Mr. I. Ernest Jones and Mr. 
Richard Coppock. 


Regional Production Officers. 

The new production officers and the areas in 
which they are operating are as follows: 
London: J. Nickson and T. Catto, 51/4, Grace- 
church-street, London, E.C.3. Southern Coun- 
ties: A. G. Luke and H. L. Witt, Ministry of 
Works Buildings, Whiteknights-road, Earley, 
Reading Berks; and J. F. Anderson, 33, Boyne- 


park, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Eastern 
Counties: G. _Lobban_ and G. __Featherby, 
Ministry of Works Buildings, Shaftesbury- 
road, Brooklands-avenue, ‘Cambridge. South 
Wales: E. W. S. Giles and R. J. Rees, 23, 
Dumfries-piace, Cardiff, South Wales. York- 
shire : Sugden, Government Buildings, 


Lawnswood, Leeds. Northern Counties: W. 
Tully, Government Buildings, Broadway West, 
Gosforth, Newcastle. Midlands: E. Guest and 
W. Beaumont, T.0.B., Clifton Boulevard, 
Lenton, Nottingham; and W. Rae and 4 
Farnsworth, Phenix Chambers, Culmore-row, 
Birmingham. South-Western: W. Jones, 4, 
Oakfield-road, Bristol. North-Western: H. N. 
Hughes, 76, Newton-street, Manchester, and 
E. D. Frauce, Derby House, Exchange-buildings, 
Liverpool. 

Additional officers have also been appointed 
for Yorkshire and Northern Counties, but have 
not yet taken up their duties. 


Mr. Tomlinson’s Address. 

In the course of his speech, Tue 
Minister said: ‘‘It is no exaggeration 
to say that all who care for the progress 
of the housing campaign—and that is 
everybody—are watching the results of 
these appointments, especially as the tax- 
payer is paying the salaries! This 
problem which production officers have 
been appointed to tackle is one aspect of 
a greater whole. As the Prime Minister 


was emphasising last week, there is no 
hope for a further improvement of social 
conditions, or of more money for improved 
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A ‘*Progress Indicator ’’ on a Liverpool building site. 


standards of living, unless the productivity 
of the country receives a boost. The 
country is doing well on its return journey 
to recovery, ond is on its way to the point 
which it had reached when the war inter- 
vened, but there is a difficult stretch 
ahead. 

“There have been, and still are, short- 
ages of labour and material. Both are 
being overcome, though as soon as you find 
enough bricks you seem to run out of 
bricklayers. There may be something 
wrong with the programming at times, and 
that is one of the jobs where you can help. 
The fact that there are shortages makes 
careful and provident planning all the 
more important. This applies to small 
items no less than big. Often the delays 
which occur in deliveries of materials are 
not the fault of the manufacturer at all, 
but are due to late ordering and faulty dis- 
tribution on the site. For the actual pro- 
duction of materials you have the help of 
our regional materials officers, and it 
should be possible for you to say whether 
materials are properly organised both at 
the order stage and after the supply has 
arrived, so that waste labour and double 
handling are cut out. 

“This need for careful programming is 
no less important on the labour side. 
Demobilisation has put large new forces 
into the industry, and the training pro- 
gramme is producing a new type of keen- 
ness and readiness to learn. But these 
sources of labour will not go on for ever, 
and apart from the apprentices who are 
coming up to take over a craftsman’s 
responsibilities, there are no new resources 
of manpower. An increase in output over 
the whole field is the chief way of speeding 
all the work that has to be done. It is 
the Government’s aim to achieve full 
employment in building as_ in other 
industries, but this policy puts a new 
responsibility both on employer and man. 
The employer cannot be as selective as he 
may have been before the war when there 
was abundant surplus labour. He cannot 
discharge and take on men as day-to-day 
requirements suggest. He must plan 
ahead in labour, ro less than in materials, 
suiting his programme to the facilities 
available at any particular time; otherwise 
he will have redundancies in particular 
trades, and wasted supervisory staff as 
well. Especially at the end of a job, 
when he has reached the stage of clearing 
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up, is there danger of this. Similarly, 
when you have machines on the job, it is 
important that the gang is [aca rad 
balanced to suit the output of the m e. 

‘On labour supply you have the help 
both of our regional allocation officers 
and of the Ministry of Labour, and again 
it should be possible for you to concen- 
trate on the organisation on the site of 
what they supply. 


The Will to Work. 

‘The question of output depends partly 
on the men’s own will to work and partly 
on the organisation and management on 
the site. The will to work may suffer if 
the men are disgruntled owing to griev- 
ances, real or imaginary, or to their con- 
ditions of working. There is a great field 
for your activities in straightening out 
grievances, sometimes through the en- 
couragement of site committees, some- 
times by talking to them in the lunch hour 
and helping their morale. It is a good 
thing to get the men interested in the 
general progress of their work, and ne 
will be able to tell them how jobs like 
theirs are progressing elsewhere, and even 
to foster something of a competitive 
spirit, not only between jobs but between 
different parts of the region. 

“When it comes to organisation, 
trained supervision on the site is most 
important. There is a shortage of trained 
supervisors, and this again makes it all 
the more important that those there are 
should be used to the full. 

“A lot of work was done during the 
war in increasing the mechanisation of the 
industry. Although certain types of plant 
are still hard to get, we realise that in- 
creased mechanisation, where it can be 
done, is bound to result in better output. 

‘« As representatives of both sides of the 
National Joint Production Council, you 
are in a special position, and specially 
privileged to speak with authority and 
influence to both sides of the industry. 
You should have no difficulty in getting 
the confidence both of employers and men, 
and really getting to the secret of what 
is influencing output. I am sure you will 
not lose sight of the incentives to greater 
production. I hope you will keep in close 


touch with our payment by results 
advisers. : 
“Your appointment as_ production 


officers coincided very happily with the 
start of the ‘Finish the Houses’ cam- 
paign. As you know, this is to have 
priority for the rest of the year, and I 
am confident that if production officers 
learn of anything more that can be done 
to speed that campaign, you will tell us 
about it.” 


“An Excellent Start ” 

Mr. J. E. Paron Waker informs us 
that the regional officers have made an 
excellent start on their work, and after 
listening to the reports they had submitted 
at the meeting, it was difficult to imagine 
that they had been in office hardly more 
than a month. 

Some indication of the manner in which 
the production officers have set about 
their task may be gained from the letters 
sent out by Mr. Tom Catto, M.B.E., and 
Mr. J. Widen, officers for South and 
North Thames areas respectively, to local 
authorities, contractors and operatives. 

The letter to the contractors states : 
“You will no doubt be aware that the 
industry parties speaking through the 
National Joint Council for the Buildin 
Industry have been concerned, as al 
socially-minded people are, with the rapid 
production of houses af the earliest pos- 
sible moment. This concern has_ been 
translated into practical terms with the 
establishment of a National Joint Produc- 
tion Council. This Council, in full co- 
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operation with the Ministry of Works, 
have appointed regional officers whose 
function it is to render assistance in 
removing any obstacles that are hindering 
or are likely to hinder the speedy develop- 
ment of housing contracts. Whatever the 
obstacle may be, material or human, we 
are ready to help remove same. 

“The question of production help or 
hindrance covers a wide field, but we are 
optimistic enough to believe that we can 
both tender advice and render practical 
assistance in every direction from which 
help may be required or hindrance re- 
moved. To assist to quicken the tempo of 
house production, we ask both your 
assistance and co-operation. The keynote 
of success in this drive is co-operative 
effort. To get this effect we are address- 
ing ourselves to contractors on housing 
schemes, to the responsible operative 
federation steward, and to the _ local 
authority engineer or surveyor. All will 
know that we are in existence ready to 
assist all parties should they have any 
difficulties that stand in the way of speedy 
erection of houses. 

‘‘ Whatever the problem be, material 
or human, let us hear from you. We will 
be unable to perform miracles, but what 
we can promise is intelligent advice and, 
a common-sense rational approach to any 
problems that may beset you. Further- 
more, you can be assured that we are not 
harnessed with ‘ red tape,’ and that we 
will take the shortest and most direct 
route in helping remove any of the irri- 
tative sores that afflict our industry at 
the moment.”’ 


Letter to Clerks of Councils. 

In the course of their letter addressed 
to clerks of councils in their areas, the 
same two officers state: ‘‘ We want to 
get in to help on the worst cases of lack 
of progress, whether it be the various 
aspects of material shortage or the many- 
sided phases of bad human relationship on 
the job, which can be a great deterrent 
in the path of production, even when 
materials are there to use in ample 
quantity. 

‘* Don’t think that this is just another 
overlapping group of busybodies seeking 
to justify their own existence. We are 
supplementing the good work already done 
by the M.H. progress officers, and we will 
not encroach in any way on matters 
already being handled by them, unless 
specifically asked to do so. We have a 
proper understanding with all parties 
already engaged on this issue, and we will 
not lend ourselves to duplication of 
effort... . 

‘* Lest it be imagined that our sole con- 
cern is with employer and operative, let 
us make it clear that we will at all times 
be available to discuss with the local 
authority any aspect of progress from their 
particular angle likely to facilitate reach- 
ing Bey objective we all must have in 
mind.” 


Letter to Operatives. 

To the operatives Messrs. Catto and 
Nickson have written: ‘‘ Most building 
trade operatives appreciate the tremen- 
dous social responsibility that rests upon 
their shoulders in helping by all legiti- 
mate means to facilitate the speedy 
erection of much-needed houses for our 
peor. This responsibility is jointly 
eing borne by the employer and opera- 
tives, and, in a Jesser degree, by the manu- 
facturing and me agencies of the 
necessary materials. ithin this compass 
of things some aspect of the job you are 
on may be producing irritation or a sense 
of frustration, or just helping to develop 
a ‘ don’t Bive a dam, nobody’s troubling, 
why should we worry’ atmosphere. We 
would ‘be more than pleased to think that 


531 


the job was happy and contented, work- 
ing to schedule just like all jobs should be ; 
but in case this pleasant picture is non- 
existent, and you are seriously concerned 
about the progress of your job, then you 
know who we are and the pu for 
which we have been appointed. You can, 
then, in full confidence, address your- 
selves to us, giving us the particulars of 
your jobs’ aches and pains, and be assured 
at the same time that if it is at all pos- 
sible we will be at your service in an 
endeavour to prescribe the proper 
remedy.” 


Efforts by Contractors. 

Many of the larger building contracting 
firms have already taken steps themselves 
to increase production, and one ingenious 
and successful scheme which has recently 
been brought to our notice is that 
rrr S/ Messrs. Holland, Hannen and 

ubitts, Ltd., Liverpool branch. The 
scheme takes the form of the issue of a 
weekly newsletter to all men employed by 
the firm, and the erection on all the firm’s 
building sites of ‘‘ progress indicators ”’ 
which inform at a glance the workmen 
and the public of tha actual progress 
made as compared with the planned 
target, and indicate in the clearest pos- 
sible manner how many weeks the work 
is ahead or behind schedule. Moreover, 
these indicators also include provision for 
stating openly and frankly any reasons 
there may be, should the work be behind 
schedule, 

The weekly newsletter is a straight- 
forward attempt to put the employees “ in 
the picture” to the greatest possible 
extent. It not only tells of the progress 
that is being made on the various sites, 
but of the availability to the firm of 
building materials, and the reasons why 
others are not available. The newsletter 
has proved a popular feature with the 
men, who have shown a keen interest in 
what is going on. 

Details are given in one of the more 
recent newsletters of the arrangements 
which are being made for the setting-up 
of a “ plans ’’ room where each contract 
may be discussed and organised in detail 
before actual work begins so that a maxi- 
mum saving of time and manpower is 
assured. 


Building Material Producers. 


Speaking at a recent meeting of 
the National Council of Building 
Material Producers, the President, 


Sir William Larke, said it was necessary 
from time to time to review the relations 
of individual or corporate activities to 
national policy and national wellbeing 
and the present moment, when the 
public spotlight is focused on the build- 
ing industry and the shortage -of build- 
ing materials, was a The 
recent speech by the President of the 
Board of Trade at Edinburgh was a 
very welcome eponenen to the general 
roblem. ‘As he pointed out,” added 
ir William, “our standard of living 
must fall as a result of our failure to 
produce the means and materials for 
maintaining it. Our present difficulties 
from a national standpoint, and indeed 
from that of the individual, are as great 
as those with which we were faced dur- 
ing the war years, but with this 
difference: we have proved that in 
scientific discovery and technological 
ability we are second to none. If, there- 
fore, even with our limited manpower 
resources we use these advantages by 
applying them resolutely in a full spirit 
of collaboration towards the attainment 
of full economic recovery and expand- 
ing prosperity, we shall ultimately 
achieve it even though it requires a 
period of transition, of sacrifice and hard 
ee and the end need never be 
in doubt.” : 
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CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE 
AND HOUSING IN SWEDEN—3 
By Frank T. Winter, F.R.I.B.A. 


CO-OPERATIVE HOUSING 


Ir has been pointed out that Sweden is fortunate in 
having been at peace for a considerable length of time, 
but, this does not mean that she has been immune from 
internal difficulties. On the contrary, they have at 
times assumed a very grave aspect. The extent of a 
country’s housing problem usually affords a sure index 
to its political and economic condition, and the case of 
Sweden has been no exception to the rule. The succéss 
of her more recent endeavours is all the more com- 
mendable because of this, even though the shortage of 
housing still persists, 

The way in which co-operative housing has con- 
tributed to those endeavours is particularly noteworthy. 

It was between the years 1870 and 1880 that the first 
attempts at co-operative housing were made, at a time 
when the growth of industrialism was causing a great 
influx of people into the towns, when rents were rising 
to exorbitant heights, and overcrowding and hardships 
were rife. The story of the movement’s development 
makes interesting reading—the legalising of member- 
ship associations at the close of the century, the found- 
ing in 1916 of the important Stockholm Co-operative 
Housing Society; how in the following year tenants’ 
unions were formed in the principal cities to counter 
the rapidly rising rents and to protect the tenants’ 
interests generally; and how restrictive measures were 
brought, in by the Government with the same object in 
view, only to be repealed, with unfortunate results, six 
years later. 

Unfortunate ai the time, surely enough, but out of 
this recrudescence of the bad conditions which pre- 
vailed six years earlier emerged at least one good thing 
—a definite step forward in the idea of co-operative 
house building and the inception in Stockholm of the 
first Tenants’ Savings and Building Society (H.S.B.), 
~* Sterling values are here calc ulated at the normal rate of 20.00 Kr. 
to the £. The present rate of exchange is about 14.50. 





Typical ‘* High-point ’’ Flats. 
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Playground on Island of Reimersholm, Stockholm. 


followed in turn by the founding of a National Associa- 
tion of H.S.B. Societies. 

To-day there are many co-operative organisations in 
the country—the Co-operative Housing Society of Stock- 
holm alone administers some 2,500 apartments—and we 
shall! do well to examine more closely some of the 
features of their work. For the sake of simplicity we 
will confine our present observations to the largest of 
these organisations-—the National Association of 
Tenants’ Savings and Building Societies (to be referred 
to as the H.S.B.)—which now operates in almost every 
town and claims to be responsible for one-eighth of the 
total house-building activity in the country. The scope 
of this organisation can further be judged by the fact 
that it has a membership of some 37,000, and that it 
has so far produced 40,000 dwellings valued al about 

£35 000,000. * 

The governing aim of all co-operative enterprise is to 
help people to. help themselves. As applied to the 
H.S.B., the primary object is to help them to provide 
their own homes, and also to encourage them to save 
money with that purpose in view. 

To see how the scheme works in practice, consider as 
an example a group of people living together in any 
particular town and_ wishing 
collectively to build their own 
houses through the instrumen- 
tality of the co-operative move- 
‘ment. To set about this task 
they would first form themselves 
into a parent society within the 
constitution of the H.S.B. The 
function of this parent society, 
acting under the guidance of, 
and with the administrative 
assistance of, the central body, 
would be to collect the savings 
of its members, arrange loans, 
help to obtain sites, and initiate 
and manage details of the build- 
ing scheme generally. Upon 
completion of the houses (a 
‘house ’’ here means a block of 
flats), the parent society would 
undertake their management, 
attend to matters of account- 
ancy, and assist with collective 
measures such as the purchase 
of fuel. 





Each house, when finished, 
would be taken over by a sub- 
sidiary organisation known as a 
daughter society, the members 
of which would consist of the 
people living in it, not as tenants 
but as purchasers of their respec- 
tive flats. It is the daughter 
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Three-storey Co-operative Flats. 


sociefy, through its committee, which would attend to 
the details of management, and it would itself become 
an economic and legal entity within the framework of 
the general organisation. 

The success of a building enterprise such as this is 
necessarily bound up with the financial organisation 
behind it, and this is ultimately the responsibility of the 
central executive of the H.S.B. working in collaboration 


with its parent societies. It has various resources upon 
which to draw for the funds required during building 
operations. Firstly, there are the accumulated deposits 
which each member must pay as the means whereby he 
is entitled to acquire ownership rights in his flat. These, 
though they may be variable according to the type of 
apartment house, commonly amount to 5 per cent. of the 
building costs. Next come the invested savings of H.S.B. 
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members all over ine country, which are administered by 
a savings bank specially constituted for that purpose, 
and lastly, there are loans such as can ordinarily be 
obtained from a bank. 

As soon as the building has been completed and 
handed over to the daughter society it becomes a stable 
security against which first, second and third mortgages 
can be obtained, and the short-term credits, other than 
the members’ deposits, are repaid. As we have seen 
already, State policy is such that the H.S.B., in common 
with other non-profit-making concerns, is able to enjoy 
the benefit of securing mortgages equal to 95 per cent. of 
the building value, leaving only 5 per cent. to be covered 
by the members’ initial deposits. 

The aim of the system is to curiail building costs and 
to secure lower rents (or repayments) than would be 
possible in the private market, by eliminating profits, 
by reducing normal margins of risk, by avoiding 
artificial values resulting from speculation, by collective 
purchasing through the H.S.B. organisation, by the 
operation of an advantageous system of credit (including 
the use of members’ own savings and deposits), and by 
the benefit derived from a good and well-organised archi- 
tectural department operating at the H.S.B. central office 
in Stockholm. 

That this aim is being achieved is beyond question. 
The fact that members are alive to the benefits they 
receive is illustrated, if in no other way, by the infini- 
tesimal loss of payments that actually occurs throughout 
the organisation. It is clear also from the careful 
manner in which any transfer of ownership rights is 
effected. Any member is entitled to dispose of his 
interest in the flat which he owns, but this can only be 
done with the approval of his management committee 
and the parent society, and the transaction is subjected 
to close scrutiny to ensure that no profit-making is 
involved and that the purchaser is suitably qualified to 
fulfil his social and financial obligations. 

Apartment houses built under the co-operative system 
described above are not essentially different in form from 
any others. In the main they are just straightforward 
buildings, logically and attractively designed, and very 
efficiently planned. As in the case of private schemes, 


Outline plane for ORBY, a suburb 
in the southern part of Stockholm. 
The area is divided in two neigh- 
bourhood units, each with 









a secondary school. A com- 
munity centre is planned to 
serve both units. 
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Proposal for Civic Centre in Orby, containing a shopping centre, 
market place, sports ground and a high school. 


a group will often consist of two distinct types of build- 
ing—the tower-like Punkthus and the longer three- or 
four-storey Lamellhus. Here, too, it is evident that the 
placing of the buildings is determined more often by 
aspect or the natural features of a site than by any 
conscious geometrical arrangement of the plan forms. 
This does not imply that there is any lack of balance in 
the layout of the various units—a point which is nowhere 
more apparent than on the island of Reimersholm (men- 
tioned in the first of these articles), where the H.S.B. 
have planned an attractive scheme to house, when 
completed, some 3,000 people. Plans prepared by the 
same Association’s planning department for the develop- 
ment of a site at Orby, near Stockholm, are here repro- 
duced as a further example of the manner in which a 
scheme of this kind is approached. 

Apartments themselves are of widely differing types 
and sizes, as the illustrations will show. 

Equipment is sound and efficient generally, without 
being extravagant. Automatic 
lifts are installed in the taller 
houses and rubbish chutes in all 
of them, the system having been 
patented by the H.S.B. 

An important feature of these 
houses is the system of providing 
collective utility rooms such as 
mechanised laundries, drying 
rooms, and rug-cleaning rooms, 
the advantages of which are 
obvious. 

Another very important feature 
is the socially useful child- 
welfare organisation. The H.S.B. 
appears to have developed this 
very thoroughly, equipping the 
various groups of houses with 
day nurseries and _ playrooms 
where children can be left, during 
the daytime in the care of 
trained nurses. Special training 
for this work is given by means 
of a two-years’ course at the 
Association’s own socio-pedagogic 
school. In Stockholm there are 
also properly constituted child- 
ren’s hotels, where, in special 
circumstances, such as illness at 
home, they may stay at night as 
well as during the day for a week 
or two at a time. 

But the co-operative housing 
work of the H.S.B. is not by any 
means confined to building enter- 
prises undertaken on behalf of 
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Plan Types of Apartments in Modern H.S.B. Houses. 


its own constituent societies. There are two other 
important activities in which it is engaged. 

The first of these concerns the scheme, already 
described, for providing flats for families with low 
incomes. Here the H.S.B. has collaborated closely with 
the municipalities in the building and administration of 
tenement houses. Up to the end of last year it had been 
responsible for helping to build no fewer than 4,500 of 
these flats, equal to about 45 per cent. of the total 


number. The H.S.B. has contributed in a similar way 
jowards the provision of State-aided houses for old 
people. 


It is not easy to avoid the class segregation which 
State-aided housing schemes of this kind tend to induce, 
even in the most well-ordered of States. It is interesting 
to hear, however, that some action has already been 
taken by the Government with the purpose of avoiding 
the danger. By means of it a large family with low 
income may now find it possible to live in an ordinary 
apartment house and to be allowed the same facilities 
with regard to rent reduction as would apply to a flat in 
one of the special tenement houses. In such cases the 
municipality would rent or buy the flats before letting 
them to its own tenants. This system is likely to develop 
considerably if, as seems likely, new housing legislation 
is introduced in the near future. 

The second of these other activities of the H.S.B. is 
its small house-building scheme, which, during the past 
ten years, it has been developing on lines parallel to the 
municipal schemes described earlier. So far, about 2,000 
of these prefabricated houses, of which there are several] 
types, have been delivered. A typical example of one of 
these—a one-storey house with the usual basement—is 
shown in the illustration on page 537. 

Among other examples of co-operative enterprise that 
deserve notice may be mentioned the provision of holiday 
centres for the Association’s members. This highly com- 
mendable scheme was initiated some years before the 
war at Aosta, on the Baltic. Here, in a beautiful coastal 
district studded with islands, has been developed a com- 
plete summer resort with its own hotel and restaurant 
(designed by Sven Wallander, architect to the H.S.B.), 
shopping centre, houses and chalets, open spaces, and 
facilities for boating, sports and other recreation. 

It is in the nature of a co-operative organisation of this 
character and size that it should include in its programme 
a certain measure of industrial activity. Thus, apart from 
its important|buying office, so essential fo the proper regu- 
lation of building costs, the H.S.B. itself owns several 
industrial concerns. Among these are two factories for the 
supply of prefabricated houses, not only to members but 
to outside purchasers as well. It is of particular interes‘ 
at the present. moment to note that some of the timber 





houses now being imported into England and Scotland 
to help to solve our own post-war housing problem come 
from this source. 

The following table has been completed from statistics 
up to the end of 1944 for the purpose of illustrating the 
comparative output of the H.S.B. As a matter of more 
general interest, it is significant in showing the decline 
in house-building from the beginning of the war until 
1941 and its rapid recovery and increase from that year 
onwards. 


No. of flats 
produced by 
H.S.B. 


Percentage of total pro- 
duction in Swedish 





towns. 

en 6.6% 
i 6.8% 
eee 4.4% 
SOR See 12.8% 
OM: Sad 13.2% 
Ome - siesas 13.1% 


FORECAST FOR THE FUTURE 


It is certain that the needs of housing and kindred 
services will continue to hold a position of paramount 
importance jin the future building programme. A clue 
to this is given in the report of a Royal Commission, the 
first part of which has been published only this year. 
[he report emphasises afresh the public responsibility 
of State and local authorities, and suggests that their 
participation in’ matters of housing, already extensive, 
should be made still more effective. 

Specific recommendations are made on a number of 
questions including (a) an increase in the space allow- 
ance per person or per family (which at, present, accord- 
ing to our own commonly accepted standards, seems to 
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The Stainless Steel Door to a Rubbish Chute. 


he rather inadequate), the ultimate aim being three 
rooms and a kitchen for a family with two children, and 
so on; (b) an extension of the system of allowances by a 


An Apartment Interior. The divan is a common feature of the 
Swedish living-room. 
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special grant paid annually for every child in families 
with two children or more; (c) increased facilities to 
enable families to occupy flats (not necessarily in special 
tenement houses) at rents not greater than 20 per cent. 
of the total family income; and (d) the grant of loans 
up to 100 per cent. of the total cost of a building, on 
condition that it is built and administered by a non- 
profit-making organisation, municipal or otherwise. 

If implemented by legislation, this last recommenda- 
tion would clearly have a revolutionising effect on the 
system of co-operative house-building now in operation, 
for the State would make available the all-important last 
credits which at present are furnished by members’ own 
initial deposits. Furthermore, it would itself take a hand 
in the management of the completed buildings. What- 
ever may be the outcome, however, it seems obvious that, 
the existence of a flourishing co-operative system, such 
as the H.S.B. with all its organisation and resources 
represents, must prove to be a most valuable instrument 
for the achievement of the housing aims now envisaged. 


There is no need to speculate on the form that Swedish 
architecture will take in the future. Sufficient is it to 
know that the architects are in control—young architects, 
recognised by the authorities and respected by a dis- 
cerning public—and to know that they may be relied 
upon to work out their problems logically and well. It 
is necessary to remember at the same time that the far- 
sighted planning policies of the State and municipalities 
have already done much to engender stability and ensure 
that development will proceed on well-ordered lines. 

The author is indebted to the Svenska Arkitekiers 
Riksférbund, Vattenbyggnadsbyran, and the H.S.B., 
Stockholm, for their kindness in making available many 
of the facts and illustrations published in these articles, 
also to the Swedish Legation for permission to reproduce 
photographs of the Malm6 City Theatre. 


(Concluded.) 


The previous articles in this series appeared in our 
issues for October 25 and November 8.—Ep. 


Each group of houses has its Nursery where children may be le’t 
during the day. 
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WORD FROM 
WESTMINSTER 


By Derek Walker-Smith, M.P. 


MPHE King’s Speech proclaims the 

policy and programme of H.M. 
Government for the session which is in 
progress. The debate on the Address 
which follows it is a sort of grand in- 
quest by the House of Commons on 
the policy and programme and on the 
state of the nation generally. This 
year, sa far as housing and building 
are concerned, there has been nothing 
of equivalent interest to Mr. Green- 
wood’s speech in last year’s debate on 
the Address, in which he announced 
that jettisoning of the election promise 
of a Ministry of Housing and the dis- 
continuance of the Housing (Rural 
Workers) Act. 

The King’s Speech contented itself 
with an undertaking that the Govern- 
ment will prosecute with the utmost 
vigour the task of providing suitable 
homes, and seek to ensure that those 
most in need get first claim to accom- 
modation. That, read in conjunction 
with Mr. Bevan’s speeches, means that 
the policy of concentrating responsi- 
bility in the chosen instrument of local 
authorities is not likeiy to be amended 
—at any rate on Government initiative 
—during the present session. 

* * * 


Mr. Churchill attacked this policy with 
force, arguing that Mr, Bevan could even 
now regain a great deal of the position ana 
the hopes which were founded on his 
accession to office by reversing his policy. 
{n reply, the Prime Minister refused to 
be drawn into controversy with Mr. 
Churchill, saying that Mr. Bevan would 
be ready to cross swords with him at any 
time, =| 

The effect of this is that there will be no 
major legislation in regard to housing in 
this session. This is perhaps not surpris- 
ing in view of the fact that both the 
fnancial and materials position, together 
with that of the acquisition of land, were 
regulated ‘by legislation last session. 
There will, however, be one extremely 
complicated piece of legislation of im- 
portance to builders. This will be Mr. 
Silkin’s Bill dealing with compensation 
and betterment, which will, of course, 
affect profoundly the course of develop- 
ment in this country. Until the terms of 
the Bill are-known, it will not be possible 
to say how far the measure will be contro- 
versial, and what amount of agreement 
can be expected on it. I can say now, 
however, that Conservatives are anxious 
for a final settlement of this great problem, 
realising that uncertainty is an obstacle 
to good development as well as an em- 
harrassment to landowners. 


* * * 


Does this lack of legislation mean that 
housing will not be prominent in the Par- 
liamentary discussions this session? Not 
necessarily. A good deal of housin 
action is now administrative, and as suc 
will be discussed on Adjournments, Esti- 
mates and other occasions which afford 
Parliamentary opportunities for criticism 
of administration. What form will these 
criticisms take? In my view they are 
likely to take three main forms. First, 
the attack will continue on the policy of 
the chosen instrument. The choice of the 
local authorities was made by administra- 
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tive action, and can be altered by 
administrative action without a 
If Mr. Bevan is at any time prevailed upon 
to do this, an amendment would, however, 
be required to the Housing (Financial 
Provisions) Act, 1945, to enable a subsidy 
to be paid to private builders. It is pos- 
sible that Socialist enthusiasm for the 
policy of the chosen instrument might 
diminish if it becomes clear that local 
authorities. are administratively over- 
loaded. Though there is no sign of this 
attitude on the part of Government sup- 
porters as yet, the debate on the Address 
did show some anxiety as to the general 
capacity of local authorities, as at present 
constituted, for discharging their heavy 
burdens. 

Secondly, there will be criticism on the 
question of materials. Probably the posi- 
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tion of timber will be prominent, as it 
is recognised that this is a material for the 
supply of which we must rely on imports, 
which in turn are dependent on the success 
of the Government export drive. 

* * * 

Thirdly, I expect that much more will 
be heard in this session of the matter of 
output in the building industry. There is 
an increasing realisation that without a 
marked increase in our output, the long- 
term outlook for house building is bleak. 
This being so, I am hopeful that there will 
be constructive discussion on the ques- 
tions of incentive and output. It is likely 
that suggestions will increasingly be made, 
and not all from one side of the House, for 
some system of piece-work or other means 
of equating rewards with results. These, 


I think, are signposts to the new session. 


Typical Small House of Prefabricated Construction. 





Kitchen equipment in a Co-operative flat. 


SWEDISH ARCHITECTURE AND HOUSING (see facing page) 
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The South Front. 


“MERRYFIELD HOUSE,” 
WITNEY, OXFORDSHIRE 





OLIVER HILL, F.R.I.B.A., 
ARCHITECT 








The Plans. 


THE GENERAL ARRANGEMENT OF THS HOUSE—WHICH 
was designed for Mr. Sidney Smith—is based on the 
old Cotswold type of farm building still to be seen 
at Bibury. The walls are of the silver-grey local oolitic 
stone, and the roofs are laid with Stonesfield slates. The 
woodwork is of oak or elm. Of interest is the window 
shown on this page, the panes of which are engraved 
with the names of the architect, builder (Mr. J. F. 
Bartlett) and craftsmen, and with the owner’s cypher. 
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“MERRYFIELD HOUSE,”’ WITNEY, OXFORDSHIRE 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Production and Incentives. 
To rae Eprror or The Builder. 


Sm,—As one of the oldest if not the 
oldest of firms of builders in the country, 
my Company regard it of paramount im- 
portance that the building industry should 
play its full part in the task of rebuild- 
ing and recovery, so vital to this country 
to-day, as without the all-out effort of our 
industry other industries must remain un- 
settled, as the first step to recovery is by 
providing living and working accom- 
modation for the people. ‘ 

The urgency of this work is obvious to 
all, but the rate of progress we desire is 
not so obvious; in fact, we are not getting 
the progress which could and should be 
obtained. 

There are coy d reasons for slow pro- 
gress, but probably the over-riding reason 
is the drop in production which has taken 
place throughout the building ero eee 
This falling off in production is probab 
not confined to the building industry, but 
it is that particular industry which I can 
claim to understand, ay great-grandfather 
having commenced building in London in 
1805. 

We are convinced that the majority of 
our men in the industry are anxious to 
know more about production problems and 
production methods. We, and many other 
enlightened builders, want to see improved 
melnaie and mechanisation employed to 
assist in the production problem, and for 
both operatives and employers to obtain 
a dair reward for the intelligent use and 
application of such improvements that 
exist, and those that can be developed by 
a combined and co-operative effort. 

To meet the conditions brought about by 
the war and to obtain the progress which 
is possible, two essentials stand out as 
being necessary :— 

(1) To stimulate and encourage the men 
engaged to take an interest in production, 
and (2) To establish some method whereby 
response is rewarded and increased pro- 
duction rewarded with increased pay. 

Certain publicity has already been given 
to the steps taken by my Company to en- 
sure the first, and we are only too anxious 
to apply the second. ; 

Mr. D. C. Burgess outlined, in a letter 
published in The Builder for October 25, 
a scheme known as ‘‘ Operation X,’’ in 
which there was much which coincided 
with our own views. In order, therefore, 
to put forward one scheme, we have in- 
corporated the essential points of our own 
scheme with his, and this has resulted 
in our jointly presenting a scheme to the 
National Joint Production Council. 

In this we have suggested how such a 
scheme could be started and developed. 

We are absolutely satisfied that the 
scheme we have jointly submitted, if 
applied in the manner outlined, would 
stimulate the interest of the operative in 
the problem of production, and would pro- 
vide the necessary reward to obtain the 
measure of output which is undoubtedly 
possible. 
Rotanp C. Cosrrr, 

Chairman, 
Holland, Hannen & Cobitts, Ltd. 
London, S.W.1. 


Output of Bricklayers. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 
Srr,—We have lately ascertained the 
output per man-hour of bricklayers on 
three contracts for a similar type of work 
in different localities. The figures we quote 


below are those given to us by the con- - 


tractors themselves in confidence, so we 
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can give you neither the exact localities 
nor the names of the builders. 

On one contract in a metropolitan 
borough the es ae for work below sill 
level during the last week in August was 
26 bricks per man-hour. It increased to 
34, and reached 38 by the third week in 
September. We have not had exact figures 
since that time, but understand that in 
some weeks it has been as low as 20, and 
never above 40. 

On a second contract in an industrial 
town about 25 miles from London, the 
builder puts the average output at 46 
bricks per hour. When he gave this figure 
to us the work was almost all below 
ground-floor window-sill level. 

In the third contract in an outer suburb 
of London, the output is from 75 to 110 
bricks per man-hour, according to the class 
and thickness of walling and whether it is 
pointed as the work proceeds or not. The 
brickwork is not sublet, and we have not 
inquired about incentive. 

The best brickwork is on the job where 
the output is greatest, and the worst is 
where it is lowest. 

We understand that Defence Regula 
tion 56AB cannot be relaxed, at any rate 
in an urban area, without danger of an 
immediate strike, and no incentive to 
increase output can be recognised. We 
cannot see how more even and rapid pro 
gress can be made with housing work 
unless Defence Regulation 36 AB can be 
relaxed, so that some incentive can be 
given in the form of either a guaranteed 
44-hour week or a bonus on output of some 


other kind. 
C. H. James. 
London, W.C.1. 


Cost of Houses. 
To tHE Epvitor or The Builder. 

Str,--Referring to the letter from 
‘‘ Puzzled ’”’ in your issue of November 8, 
the following abbreviated analysis indi- 
cates how the present cost of a typical 
Council house of approximately 1,000 sq. 
ft. is accounted for, and may be of 
interest to him and his friends, and per- 
haps to a wider circle, 
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The figures are abstracted from an 
commenced in April of this 


actual jo 
year. 


Owing to the nature of the site the cost 
of sewerineand drainage happens to be 


on the heavy side :— 


Clearing site, excavation, concrete 
foundation, concrete oversite 
and work up to dampcourse 

Concrete sills, lintels, hoods, steps, 
etc. aye io8 ey ah 

Brickwork above dampcourse, in- 
cluding internal partition walls, 
stoves, airbricks, quarry tile 
sills—C.I. soot doors, etc. 

Quarry tile-paving and wood-bloc 
paving to ground floor ... oy 

Roof tiling and battens ... ap 

Timber carcassing work to firs 
floor joists and roof, including 
fascia, soffit, enclosure to cold- 
water cistern, etc. 3 see 

Internal joinery work, including 
flooring to first floor, door- 
frames and linings, doors, skirt- 
ings, architraves, picture-rail, 
staircase, shelving, five cup 
board fitments, ironmongery and 
general finishings ... ees oi 

Metal windows a ne ee 

Fireplaces and tiled surrounds and 
hearths bie te a: 1a 

Electrica] installation for lighting 
and power... ses att <f 

Gas-cuoker, gas-fire, and gas ser- 
vices thereto coe ae Gy 

Plastering 

Lead aprons, 
ae sei ake ea ia 

Rainwater gutters and pipes, and 
soil-pipes and fittings 


flashings, ‘soakers, 


Plumbing work, including hot- 
and cold-water services, tanks, 
domestic boiler, bath, w.c. suite, 
lavatory basin, sink, etc. 

Glazing xe = 

Painting ay ee a. Ae 

Covered ways, fuel-store and cycle 
shelter we 

Sewers and house-drains 

Paths i 


tA RDO A ENA DUR SSA tRNA CE ths ti Sin Sele 


TYPICAL NORWEGIAN BOATS. The winning photograph, by Mr. Norman West- 
wood, A.R.I.B.A., in the competition organised by the Timber Development Association. 
Second and third places were obtained by Mr. W. H. Condren and Mr. E. B. Howell. 
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£ 

Fencing and gates ... se via 
Scaffolding, offices, storage huts, 
amenities for workmen on site, 
supervision, etc. ... : Rd 

£1,163 


It is not generally realised that tradi- 
tional domestic house building is even 
now (as it has always been) the cheapest 
and most economical form of construc- 
tional work. 

The present cost of a light motor-car, 
exclusive of purchase tax, may be taken 
at £325 per ton and the life about 10 


years. 

Shipbuilding prices range, I believe, 
from £120 to £150 per ton for a maximum 
life of, say, 24 years, and involve heavy 
costs for upkeep and overhaul. 

The cost of a traditional domestic house 
of the type under consideration works out 
at approximately £10 per ton—the life 
may be taken as at least 60 years and the 
upkeep is comparatively low. 

A. E. Mrppieron. 

Eltham, 8.4.9. 


To tHe Epiror or The Builder. 


Sm,—Your correspondent ‘‘ Puzzled”’ 
[The Builder, November 8] must not 
think that a house consists of external 
walls, pitched roofs, floors, the land on 
which it is built, and the architect’s fees 
only. The balance of the cost, which he 
puts at £804, is accounted for, roughly, as 
follows :-— 


£ 
Paths, gate, fencing ... ait a "SD 
Drains ees Fr Pca : 30 
Foundations ... 3 i Sn ey 
Partitions and incidental labour... 55 
Chimneystack ts ek ey SerOn 
Joinery and ironmongery ... 135 
Smith and founder ... a Smee, 
Plumbing and hot water ... ee ae 
Sanitary and water fittings coe eee 
Plastering... ae: se ed > 3, 
Electrical work By ee nig > 
Glazing and Painting ep a ae 
Statutory and other insurance, 
holidays with pay, guaranteed 
week ... aad ree ayy nes, Ce 
Outbuilding ... ae Pr pode 
Site office, storage, building water 
watchman, latrines Oe as 
805 


J. H. R. Freesorn 
(M.A., L.R.I.B.A., F.S.1). 
London, W.1. 


Standardised Austerity. 
To tas Eprrorn or The Builder. 

Sm,—I read with profound interest Mr. 
L. H. Keay’s brilliant Presidential Address 
delivered to the members of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects on Novem- 
ber 12. I was particularly impressed by his 
pointed reference to standardised austerity, 
a term as applied to present-day architec- 
ture which is of special significance. Un- 
fortunately its influence is not confined to 
the immediate demands of reconstruction, 
for in many instances it has crept, with 
all too much visible evidence, into the 
vast architectural projects of our future 
cities and towns. Excessive standardised 
austerity will result in a soulless archi- 
tecture, in a complete suppression of indi- 
viduality, in the loss of that human 
personal vena which were such out- 
standing characteristics of the Renaissance. 

Mr. Keay is concerned over this in- 
fluence, which is exemplified in the fol- 
lowing paragraph extracted from his 
address : ‘‘ A new Britain in which the 
rights of individual expression in art or 
in any other field are denied will not be 
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the new heaven we have been led to 
expect. When I see some of the character- 
less proposals for redevelopment and re- 
building—the products of standardised 
austerity—I wonder if steel and glass are 
likely to be the only materials to be used 
in the future.’’ 

Whether future architectural design be 
largely controlled by the State, as it is 
to-day, is the concern of all wise-thinking 
architects. Will Whitehall continue to 
hand out blue-prints, not only for housing, 
but extend its scope to cover the wider 
field of architecture? A totalitarian archi- 
tecture would mean the end of the great 
building tradition of this country, built 
up as it was upon individualism, with its 
freedom of expression. If Inigo Jones and 
Wren could witness this revolutionary 
change they would turn in their graves. 


Gorpon Hem. 


HOUSING IN SWEDEN 


PLANNING CENTRE TALK 


Sommu of the more important features of 
housing in Sweden were dealt with by 
Mr. ArtHur Kenyon, C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., 
M.T.P.I., when he addressed a lunch-time 
meeting of the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Association held at the Planning 
Centre, 28, King-street, W.C.2, on Thurs- 
day, November 14. 

We take the following extracts from 
the speaker’s remarks :— 

Swedish homes nearly always have semi- 
basements. One reason is that it is neces- 
sary to go down about 4ft. with the 
foundations to get free of the frost, and it 
is desirable to keep the ground floor up to 
be clear of snow. These basements are 
perfectly dry without any special treat- 
ment, and there is no sign of mildew or 
rot. You can see immediately how this 
basement accommodation affects the whole 
of the house planning. It becomes the 
general household store, and, being half 
out of the ground, you get light and ven- 
tilation. If you can get rid of the impedi- 
menta which take up so much room in a 
house, it leaves you free to plan the 
remainder of the house for living. 
Although, generally speaking, the living 
part of the house is smaller than that in 
England, when you consider the use to 
which the basement is put there is not a 
great deal of difference. 

Planning is generally simpler than with 
us, and there is an absence of passages. 
It is not uncommon for a bedroom to open 
out of a living-room, and it is surprising 
to see how much more flexible pp be- 
comes when this is acceptable. Then 
again, the w.c. need not necessarily be on 
an outside wall, which again simplifies 
planning. Almost universally the w.c. is 
in-the bathroom; this is considered to be 
more hygienic. 

Heating of a house has become almost 
universal by means of a central boiler and 
radiators. The boiler is usually in the 
basement and ig fired mostly with wood, 
and the necessity of fireplaces for heating 
purposes need not be considered, although 
generally a small one is in the sitting- 
room, a survival of the old tradition. In 
view of the fact that the whole house is 
heated there is no necessity to plan 
against draughts, which enables rooms to 
open into each other. 

‘Let us see what else there is in the base- 
ment. Sometimes the bath is here, but 
that is not universal; there is very often 
a steam bath which accommodates two or 
three people, and they set great store by 
this method of bathing. The laundry 
work is often done in the basement, too. 

If the heating and hot-water boiler and 
the laundry work are taken out of the 
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kitchen, it leaves this room entirely free 
for the preparation and cooking of meals, 
and they do take a great pride in their 
kitchens, for the Swedes have long since 
accepted the well-arranged kitchen, The 
other rooms are simple, usually finished 
with white walls, and as creepers are 
grown inside the houses, these white walls 
make a very attractive background to this 
indoor foliage. 

Just a word about the construction of 
the small house. The superstructure is 
usually of timber above the ground floor. 
The foundation walls are mostly of con- 
crete blocks of poured concrete. A t 
deal of rock is found, and this is hewn 
out to at least four feet deep. The ground 
is very seldom level, and the basement is 
often wholly in the ground at one end and 
completely out of the ground at the other. 
No waterproofing of the basement is neces- 
sary, but the walls outside are sometimes 
rendered in cement. The wooden walls 
are usually made in large sections, pre- 
fabricated in the shops, and great care is 
taken in the insulation of these walls. The 
outside skin is about 14 in. thick of verti- 
cal boarding with the joints covered with 
a projecting bead giving a verticality to 
the design. The windows are all double 
sashes prepared for double glazing. These 
wall sections are sometimes made two 
storeys in height and erected in one 
operation. 

The floor joists are timber covered with 
floorboards, and are laid in the usual way. 
They are not, as a rule, prefabricated. 
The boarding is always secretly nailed, 
and the nail-heads do not show on the 
surface. The roof is constructed in situ 
and boarded and covered with pantiles. 
The staircases are of wood, and as a rule 
straight flights are avoided. 

It will be seen that this form of con- 
struction lends itself, more than any other 
that I know, to erection by unskilled 
labour, and this has made it possible for 
these houses to be erected by the owner 
with the help of some of his friends. Five 
thousand houses have been erected in this 
way in Stockholm. This is called the 
‘‘ Self-Help Plan,’’ and you can see fami- 
lies trekking out to the site of their new 
home and erecting these in the week-end. 
Over the past few years the houses built 
in this way have been mostly basement 
and one floor above, but they are now find- 
ing, as we have found, that these small 
single units, liberally spaced, are covering 
too great an area in Stockholm, and they 
are considering reverting to the two-storey 
terrace-house. 

Housing does not, however, consist only 
of small houses. Like most Continental 
countries, flats play a great part in hous- 
ing the people. Flats, except the very 
high ‘‘ Point’ houses, of which the Stock- 
holmers are not very proud, are usually 
four storeys in height, fitted with lifts and 
an ample staircase, I feel there is little 
to learn from Sweden in the planning of 
flats. The same principle holds good, so 
far as rooms opening out of each other, as 
in the house designs. The floor area of 
the flats is much less than our standard, 
and they are usually planned with four 
flats from one staircase, which means that 
the flats are, so to speak, back to back, 
which means no cross ventilation and only 
one aspect. The bathrooms are often on 
inside walls, which greatly assists plan- 
ning. There are always two entrance doors, 
as in the case of houses. 

The other form of housing is what is 
called the Collective House, for families 
or for single persons. They are similar to 
our service flats, buf run on more com- 
munal lines. The flats have a small 
kitchenette, but most of the meals are 
taken in the restaurants. 
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VOLUNTARY SERVICE 
IN HOUSING 


SHOREDITCH AND HACKNEY 
HOUSING ASSOCIATION’S PLANS 


Ar a meeting held at the R.IB.A. 
building on Thursday of last week, the 
Shoreditch and Hackney Housing Associa- 
tion, Ltd., appealed for £10, for the 
purpose of purchasing five houses and 
converting them into ones and two-roomed 
homes for old people and flats for families. 
Interested persons may either give dona- 
tions outright or invest in 3 per cent. 
loan stock, offered in multiples of £5. The 
Association has for some time had a build- 
ing programme in prospect, and the L.C.C. 
is helping in the acquisition of a site. 
Negotiations, however, are taking longer 
than was expected, and are still far from 
complete. Meanwhile, the Committee has 
been searching for property suitable for a 
conversion scheme, and has acquired five 
houses in Hackney which form the basis 
of two schemes. 

The homes for old people or working 
women will be converted from two houses 
purchased in Downs-road, Hackney, not 
far from Hardinge House (which has been 
tenanted by old people since 1940). Both 
houses have attractive gardens back and 
front. There will be twelve or more 
tenancies. Each living-room will have an 
open coal grate, and a cooker, sink, food 
cupboard, and coal bunker will be provided 
for each tenant. A: design for this unit 
is on this page. These rooms are intended 
for people who are able to manage their 
own housework and want to have their 
own furniture with them and keep their 
independence. In each house will be a 
responsible person who will let the Asso- 
ciation’s manager know if any tenant is 
in need of help. 

Three terrace houses in Sigdon-road, 
Hackney, have been acquired for conver: 
sion to family flats. Badly war-damaged, 
the houses have been approved by the 
War Damage Commission for cost of works 
repairs. It is intended to reconstruct the 
houses completely (see plan on this page), 
removing two of the staircases. This work 
will be done at the same time as 
the war damage repairs. This will 


provide a few of the two-roomed flats 
urgently needed for married couples, and 
also some flats with four rooms. Negotia- 
tions for acquiring adjoining houses are 
continuing, and it is hoped to adapt them 
The architects are Messrs. 


similarly. 





Ground-floor Plan as Existing. 


THREE HOUSES IN SIGDON-ROAD, HACKNEY, E.5. 
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KITCHEN FITTINGS IN BED-SITTING ROOM, 33, DOWNS-ROAD, HACKNEY. 
LLEWELLYN SMITH AND WATERS, FF.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS. 


Llewellyn Smith and Waters, FF.R.I.B.A. 

Presiding over the meeting, Lapy 
Cyntuia Cotvitisz, President of the Asso- 
ciation, said that voluntary housing asso- 
ciations looked back almost to the 
medizval builders, who so often provided 
with careful thought what was really 
essential for those they had in mind. She 
often thought of the old almshouses like 
those at East Grinstead or Castle Rising. 
These places not only provided the kind 
of amenities which we would all like to 
have in our old age; they also provided 
the right kind of atmosphere. They were 
built around a forecourt and included a 
hall where people could have their meals 
together, while there were also little 
rooms where each resident could preserve 
his or her own individuality. They had 
their own lovely chapel, giving a kind of 
spiritual background to their ives. That 
was the kind of loving care which was 
singularly absent from the Bumbledom of 
Dickens’s time and other times. There 
were some very splendid buil schemes 


local authorities, but she thought the 
work of the voluntary societies was still 
abundantly worth while, especially in the 
field of initiative and experiment. In the 
provision of housing for old people there 
was something rather specialised, worth 
maintaining and worthy of prs 

Saying that the Association rather prided 
itself on some of the details contained in 
its schemes, Lady Cynthia said one could 
not help feeling sometimes that modern 
builders rather overlooked those very 
human enjoyments such as the space 
where the children could sometimes run 
and the flowers sometimes bloom. It was 
difficult to ensure that kind of amenity 
when one was planning on a big scale. She 
thought it was housing associations like 
theirs which could think out these things. 
It would be seen that in the plans for the 
Association’s latest scheme some provision 
had been made for roof gardens, a place 
where the children could play and a place 
where the individual tastes of the families 
could be cultivated. 


and systems of all kinds carried ont by Miss Bansara Warp, former member of 
10 ° 10 20 
SCALE es | FEET 


BA 


BR.2. 





Ground-floor Plan : Proposed Conversion. 


LLEWELLYN SMITH AND WATERS, FF.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS. 
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the B.B.C. “ Brains Trust,’’ and now one 
of the Governors of the B.B.C., in appeal- 
ing for support for the scheme, said that 
if we could not build adequate houses for 
pur families we were poisoning the very 
well-spring of our’ national life. We had 
seen from the effects of the late war what 
broken homes could do to family life. We 
also realised what a difference bad homes 
made. She thought more and more people 
were becoming alive to what it meant to 
the children of the nation to grow up in 
uworthy and squalid homes. In the 
L.C.C. area alone 120,000 houses would 
have to be built in the next two years. 

Miss Warp proceeded to say that there 
were two particular kinds of problems 
connected with housing which stood out 
as the most difficult and the most pathetic. 
(ne was the troubles and difficulties of old 
people. We were beginning to talk about 
this problem, but we had not gone very 
far yet in doing anything about it. The 
lives of single, elderly women in this 
country could be intolerably difficult. Miss 
Ward related how, as the result of some 
remarks she. had made at a “ Brains 
Trust ”” session on the subject of providing 
homes for old people, she had been inun- 
dated with correspondence from old people. 
It was one of the most pitiful letter-bags 
one could imagine. These folk came very 
high on the list of those people who 
wanted help in the housing crusade in a 
special way. 

The second special problem was that of 
the young family which -was trying to get 
started and simply could not find any- 
where to live, young people who had just 
been married aud were going ase a 
very difficult period of adjustment without 
any of the background or ease which 
could help them. Was there really nothing 
to do for them? 

Miss Ward. supported. Lady Cynthia’s 
remarks on the subject of the work which 
voluntary housing societies could do. This 
country, she said, had a long tradition of 
voluntary service. At +a time when the 
whole system of democracy and free and 
responsible citizenship was so much ques- 
tioned, it was worth while remembering 
the enormous part voluntary associations 
and voluntary agencies had played in the 
life of this country. Voluntary societies 
were also often pioneers, With great, large- 
scale plans like the Abercrombie plan for 
Greater London and the New Towns 
scheme, there was a danger that experi- 
ment and detail and even warm human 
feeling would be left outside. 

Lapy Cynruia CoLvinte announced that 
Sir George Wilkinson, chairman of The 
Lord Mayor’s Air Raid Distress Fund, 
had informed the Association that his 
committee had decided to make a grant 
of £1,000 towards the cost of each scheme, 
making £2,000 in all. 


OBITUARY 


H. C. Hollis, F.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to record the death of Mr. 
Henry Clifford Hollis, F.R.1.B.A., on 
November 13. Born in 1883, Mr. Hollis 
received his architectural training at the 
A.A., later being articled to Charles 
Granville Baker. He became A.R.I.B.A. 
in 1910 and Fellow in 1943. At one time 
in partnership with Mr. Welch, he 
designed several houses at Hampstead 
Garden Suburb and at Herne Bay, Hind- 
head and Byfleet, besides several blocks of 
shops and flats and a factory at New 
Southgate. He rebuilt. premises at High 
Holborn for David Drage and Sons, Ltd. 
fle also designed several schools at 
Southampton and 





the most important being the Girls’ School 
in Southampton. 





Scarborough, perhaps * 
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PARISH: CHURCHES AS 
CATHEDRALS 


A LecTuRE on this subject was given to 
the Ecclesiological Society on November 6 
by Sir. Charles A. Nicholson, M.A., 
¥.R.1.B.A., who has had much experience 
in this work. His brother, Sir Sydney 
Nicholson, M.V.O., lately Principal of the 
School of English Church Music, presided. 

Sir Charles first, in a preliminary talk, 
sketched the history of cathedral founda- 
tions in England, including nine secular, 
of the “old foundation,’ eight monastic, 
of the ‘‘ new foundation,’’ and five founded 
at the Reformation (1541-2), making 22 (ex- 
cluding Sodor and Man) prior to the nine- 
teenth century; he then referred in more 
detail to the 19 (20 with Southwark) of 
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, 
including five ‘‘new cathedrals with 
deans’ and 14 “‘ parish church cathedrals 
with provosts,”’ alluding to those for which 
he had designed additions modestly as ‘I 
had something to do with that.”” Draw- 
ings, including plans and views, illustrated 
his remarks, which were spontaneous and 
often humorous, indicating the various 
degrees of suitability of the existing 
buildings. 

Scottish and Irish examples were not 
detailed, but Belfast was mentioned for 
its excellent craftsmanship. 

The descriptions of the individval cathe- 
drals will here, for brevity, be summarised, 
roughly, in the following order of items : 
description of existing building; date of 
adoption of building or (not given in lec- 
ture) foundation of diocese (in one case 
two dates occur, and both are given); 
manner’ of alteration, or successive 
schemes, and remarks; name of architect ; 
(not included in lecture) references to 
illustrations in The Builder. Extra in- 
formation other than the last, added for 
thoroughness, is given in [ | 

New CATHEDRALS witH Deans.—Man- 
chester: was, and still is, the ‘* town 
church”’ of the city; has ancient canopied 
stalls, a rood-loft, procession path with 
lady chapel, and a chapter-house. Became 
a cathedral [1847]. Vestries with court- 
yard south of choir, | Basil Champneys ; 
additions at west end by him, The 
Buikder, 1932, June 17 (long after erec- 
tion); old features preserved. 

Ripon: [1836]; no alteration needed. 

St. Albans: partly parochial before 
Dissolution, parochial sixteenth to nine- 
teenth centuries. Diocese [1877]. No struc- 
tural. alteration needed. Restorations, 
chiefly external, careful by Scott before 
adoption, drastic afterwards. 

Southwark (included in notes, but not 
in lecture; referred to in discussion). 
[1905. Nave rebuilt 1890-97. ] 

PartsH CHuRCH CATHEDRALS WITH 
Provosts.—PBirminaham: a Renaissance 
town church by Thomas Archer, re- 
arranged in nineteenth century. [1905.] 
Evidently not considered practicable to 
give it special character, but has possi- 
bilities. 

Blackburn: a ‘‘ churchwarden Gothic ”’ 
parish church, adopted [1926]. extended 
te east by new choir and transepts ; exist- 
ing building not worthy of preservation, 
to be superseded by new. W. A. Forsyth. 
The Builder, 1934, July 27; 1938, Janu- 
ary 28; south transept, 1945, July 27. 
Not large, but promising to be of dignity. 
Fall in ground to east permits crypt 
vestries. 
| Bradford: town church of St. Feter. 
late Gothic; of squat proportions’ and 
badly furnished, but good west tower and 
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glass. [Diocese 1919.] First scheme, by 
Sir Charles, for remodelling and new nave 
and tower to north—7he Builder, 1927, 
January 7—rejected; another, for length- 
ening chancel, also rejected in favour of 
further fittings; subsequent scheme [by 
Mr. Edward Maufe] for western exten- 
sion [and central tower]—The Builder, 
1941, May 9; 1946, May 10—not, he be- 
lieved, yet exeeuted. 

Bury St. Bdmunds (St. Edmundsbury 
and Ipswich, diocesan name): established 
{1914}; St. James chosen, less dignified 
than St. Mary, doubtless for special 
reasons; has possibilities for imaginative 
treatment. 

Chelmsford: market-town church of the 
fifteenth century, largely rebuilt at begin- 
ning of nineteenth; established [1914] in 
preference to Waltham Abbey, Thaxted or 
Saffron Walden, presumably because of 
greater accessibility. First scheme, again 
duplicating to the north, by Sir Charles 
—The Builder, 1922, January 6—rejected 
by next bishop; second, also by him, 
lengthening of chancel and insertion of 
stalls, executed; subsequent legacy used 
for new organ. Lack of more adequate 
enlargement considered regrettable. 

Coventry: St. Michael, re-established 
[1918]; not considered suitable before 
damage; Holy. Trinity considered more 
suitable. Rebuilding scheme on novel lines. 
By Sir Giles Scott; The Ruwilder, 1944, 
Feb. 11; 1945, May 11; 1946, Aug. 16. 

Derby: All Saints; fifteénth-century 
west tower, rest by James Gibbs, less suc- 
cessful than his St. Mary-ie-Strand and 
Radcliffe Camera. Squat interior. without 
clerestory, but with wrought-iron screen 
and a marble altar; drastically restored 
Jate nineteenth century, but: more care- 
fully treated since establishment [1927]. 

Guildford: Holy ‘Trinity. Georgian, 
adopted [1927], still in use, pending readi- 
ness for use of new cathedral to west of 
town, quoted as instance. of parochial use. 
By Edward Mauie; The Buidder, 1932, 
July 29, August 5; 1933, November 3; 
1934, April 27; 1938, November 25; south 
transept, 1940, February 9; choir and 
transept, 1944, January 7; 1945, May 11. 
Crypt appointments praised; site to east 
of town and nearer Holy Trinity would 
have been preferred. 

Leicester: St. Martin, next to medieval 
Guildhall; large cruciform medizval 
church, with modern central tower, re- 
placing a Norman one (!), added by one 
of the Brandons [? R. or J.]; south aisle 
restored by Bodley, later work by Teiple 
Moore. Chosen [1926] in preference to St. 
Mary’s, by the Newark, or St. Margaret’s, 
and probably more suitable. Adopted 
early this century; organ moved from 
north transept to west end of nave, choir 
the same way, and canons’ stalls inserted 
in chancel, this disfigures the church as 
little as possible. Confined site precludes 
extension. 

Neweastle: St. Nicholas, not large, but 
spacious and well furnished, with open- 
crowned .tower; adopted 1878 [diocese 
1882]. in:preference to Hexham. Refur- 
nished from designs of R. Johnson, in a 
style resembling Bodley’s. Confined site 
again makes extension impossible. (Cf. 
library and vestries by W. H. Wood.) 

Portsmouth. (Sir Charles spoke on this 
with great affection and at some length.) 
St. Thomas; A thirteenth-century parish 
church built on the lines of Boxgrove 
Priory, Sussex; though smaller;. Nave 
and central tower-had been destroyed at 
the Commonwealth and rebuilt in rude 
classic style. Adopted! [1927] in prefer- 
ence to St. Mary, Portsea, a modern church 
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with unique organisation. First scheme, to 
build a new nave to north, with north 
transept still as lady chapel and another 
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DESCRIPTION OF EXTERNAL however, needs qualifying when there i 
PARTS OF BUILDINGS ate pn “ 





tower, though intended to preserve old 

parts, rejected; second scheme, to convert 

east arm into choir and rebuild nave and 
transepts, executed ; by Sir Charles Nichol- 
son and T, J. Rushton; 7he Builder, 

1938, October 7. Old central tower, nearly 
solid on ground level, underpinned with 
girders in concrete, arches made in sides, 
and old masonry removed, a notable opera- 
tion “‘in the medieval manner.” Choir 
gallery under central tower; tower at west 
end hoped for. War destruction of old 
High-street regretted, and town-plannin 
proposals to demolish houses ened 
cathedral ‘‘ the best that can be hoped 
for.’’ Vesiries added on north, 

Sheffield: Sts. Peter and Paul, partly 
fifteenth century, with a earl 
nineteenth-century nave. Adopted [1914]. 
First scheme, again to build new nave to 
north, with second spire, begun; by Sir 
Charles; The Builder, 1922, March 3; 
vestries and chapter-house built to north 
{east in The Bualder] of east arm. New 
scheme, to make axis north-south, orien- 
tated south, started; fall of ground to 
north again permits chapel and crypt be- 
low. Sir Charles and T. J. Rushton; The 
Builder, 1938, March 25. Crypt and other 
chapels in use, most of foundations in. 

Southwell: made diocesan [1884]. 

Wakefield: a medieval church of dig- 
nity, with long chancel, and a screen 
medieval below and Jacobean above. 
Adopted 1888. Additions, planned by 
J. L. Pearson and executed by Mr. Frank 
Pearson, include eastern transept and lady 
chapel with vestries and chapter-house 
beneath. Inferior reredos by another and 
good Kempe glass. 

In the discussion, Mr. Edward Maufe, 
A.R.A., answered questions on Guild- 
ford, and Truro, Southwell and South- 
wark were mentioned; the modern dis- 
taste for return stalls was discussed. 

H. V. M.-R. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.—Sir Charles Nicholson’s notes : 
Ojficial Year Book of the Church of England for dates 
of dioceses; R.I.B.A. indexes for illustrations. 

















direction (Fig. 6), and expressions lik; 
“northern east’? or ‘‘ north-east’’ win 
IN RESP! ECT OF ORIENTATION are called for; the intervening block musi 
In describing buildings or other plan be described as ‘main block or wing,” 
forms, particularly those of rambling or as it cannot be said to point anywhere, 
irregular plan, difficulty is sometimes When such plans are inclined (Fig. 7), 
experienced in finding accurate terms, tie wings become, ¢.g., “ north-east” and 
especially when no actual plan is. por- 
trayed, Vagueness is often misleading; 


‘‘ south-east.’” On the same figure types 
t guene ; L of angles are shown: they may be 
its most familiar instance is when a build- 
ing is casually called ‘‘ opposite ’’ 


assumed to be ‘“‘salient”’ or projecting 
another, although, at a confluence of 


where not stated, and in this case the one 
several streets, this may refer to almost 


at the junction of the wings faces a 
4 point; but the ‘“‘ re-entering” or ‘re. 
any near point in the same or any other 
tributary thoroughfare. 
The following suggestions, culled partly 


entrant ” angle (i.e,, at concave junctions 
oi external walls) has sometimes to be 

from existing uses and partly from one’s 

own experience, are put forward to 


named, and here is named by the way 
standardise descriptions. 


it faces outwardly, zvz., that of the 
The most obvious a&d easy instance 


bisection line. 
The greatest difficulty occurs where 
is a square building, site, town or other 
plan form (Fig. 1), where the sides face, 


similar features recur at different points; 
e.g., two angles flanking a re-entrant. one 
and are named after, the cardinal points, 
and the angles (or corners) after com- 


(Fig. 8), each of which faces the same 
pounds of them (e.g., ‘‘ north-west’). 


way (here, south-east), must be distin- 
guished as either ‘‘ east-south-east’’ and 
This simple description, however, is often 
applied to cases which are not “‘ straight ’’ 


‘* south-south-east,’’ or as ‘* eastern south- 
with the north-point. When they are 


east,’ and so on. The sides must also 
roughly at 45 deg. the sides should have 


be distinguished. Where an oblique side 
occurs only once (Fig. 9) it can safely be 
compound names (Fig. 2) and the angles 
in this case follow the trae points. In 


given an unqualified name; the division 
of what would be one ‘‘ side’’ by a pro- 
an octagon or part of one (Fig. 3) sited 
“‘ straight,’’ both kinds of side occur, and 


V. Moresworts Roserts. 





Boro’ Architect for West Hartlepool. 
West Harrieroot Corporation is to 
appoint a borough architect to relieve the 


winding streets or curved wings (Fig. 11) 

(Fig. 4), the use of the sailor’s points of described by averages, and ends according 

Buildings with wings or ‘“‘ peninsular’? not known to the author will be 
is hest described. as in the Royal 
tending towards the —(e.g., north) and 

work of the borough engineer’s depart- 

simply named, but the inner must be ment, A new borough engineer is to be 


jecting wing is a specially annoying prob- 
lem. (Fig. 10). Curved forms such as 

for the angles, or where more sides occur. present a crop of separate problems. The 

e.q., parts of an octagon not oriented convex and concave sides should be 

the comnass (‘‘ north-north-east,”’ etc.) to which way they point. _ } 

seems called for. [Information as to existing practices 

projections present the chief problems. An welcomed. ] 

L-plan with wings to the cardinal points H. 

Commission on Historical Monuments’ 

inventories, as having ‘“‘ wings ex- 

— (e.g., east)” (Fig. 5). In such a 

case the outer sides and ends can be 

designated as “‘— (e.g.. east) side of appointed to succeed the late Mr, Francis 

the — (e.g., north) wing.” This principle, Durkin. 
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HOUSING -FORUM 
THE HOUSING®.CENTRE’S YEAR 


By A. W. ARNOLD 

THe Housing Centre has begun again its 
series of Tuesday lunch-time meetings, and 
also had en view recently an exhibition 
in Regent-street to show what can 
be done in the conversion of old property 
into modern flats and maisonettes. Durini 
ihe session which: began a year ago an 
closed at the end of July, the Centre at 
its conferences and lunch-time meetings 
‘covered a wide range of topics affecting 
housing not only in this country but in 
¥rance and America also, and considered 
and discussed the subject from many 
points of view. The problem is, of course, 
chiefly a social one. Accordingly, among 
the subjects lectured on were domestic 
work, the management of housing estates, 
the encouragement of gardens, the housing 
of students, single women and old people; 
social research planning, and the work 
of such organisations as the housing trusts 
and the Church Army. But the techni- 
cal aspect was considered at many of the 
meetings. Experts lectured on the re- 
construction of old cities and the planning 
and building of satellite towns. Other 
experts spoke on the supply of water, gas 
and electricity, the disposal of sewage 
and refuse, the provision of parks and 
public gardens, and the scope of district 
heating and other municipal services 
actual or possible. New methods and 
materials to be used in house construction 
were discussed at several meetings, and 
on one occasion a very old material, i.e., 
timber, was under consideration. 

The adaptation and conversfon of old 
property was the theme of several 
addresses. One London borough, I re- 
member being told, has produced a method 
which may be regarded as the minimum. 
In that borough many large houses have 
been let or sublet to several families, and 
the municipal adapter deals with the 
situation by leaving things pretty much 
as he finds them. Se a large room has a 
gas cooker in one corner and a bath in 
another, he puts a partition around each 
of these. Another partition divides the 
remaining space into bedroom and living- 
room, and so the one large room becomes 
a flat. The partitions are built up of 
hollow panels of plywood 12 in. by 15 in. 
by 3 in., and are so light that it is 
unnecessary to strengthen the floor on 
which they rest. They give some insula- 
lation against noise, which matchboard 
would not; but are not enough when a 
night worker is trying to sleep on one 
side of a partition while children are 
awake and lively on the other. 


Practical Conversion. 

Much more thorough-going methods 
were expounded.by a lady with practical 
experience gained chiefly in the north of 
England. Listening to her, one was re- 
minded of Carlyle’s definition of genius 
as an infinite capacity for taking pains. 
Having decided that a sata amen is worth 
converting, she \devotes herself whole- 
heartedly to the work. She is a practical 
housewife herself and does not rest satis- 
fied until she is convinced that the rooms 
into which the flat will be divided will 
be properly lighted, convenient and com- 
fortable, that bath, gas cooker, etc., will 
be in the best possible places allowed 
by circumstances, and that the lighting, 
natural or artificial, will fall on the place 
where the woman is working or the table 
where the family is taking its meals. 
Having made her plans, she takes the 
‘builder into consultation and questions 
of cost, and so on, are settled. Such a 
consultation may result in a plan being 
modified or abandoned. Where plans 
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are carried through she obviously gives 
satisfaction to her tenants because she 
carries on conversion as a successful com- 
mercial enterprise. 

It may appear to some, however, that 
conversion is no more than making the 
best of a bad job; and I am confirmed in 
this view when I observe that the enthu- 
siasm with which men of taste devote 
themselves to the _ preservation of 
Georgian exteriors 1s not shared by the 
owners of such property. In the West End 
of London pre-war, whenever a ground 
landlord got possession of a row of Georgian 
houses he pulled them down and erected 
a block of modern flats. A great deal 
more floor space was provided in this 
way, and that space was used to greater 
commercial advantage, while the modern 
amenities which have somehow or other 
to be introduced into converted property 
were planned for from the beginning. 


New Constructional Methods. 

To most architects undoubtedly, and to 
a few builders perhaps, the lectures on 
new methods and materials were especi- 
ally interesting. As a rule the builder is 
unwilling to forsake the methods of past 
generations, and if his work is in the 
construction of small property there 
would be little occasion for him to do so 
were conditions not abnormal. Brick, 
timber, glass and slate should not be con- 
demned merely because of their antiquity 
any more than wheaten bread or woollen 
clothes. Materials and methods of con- 
struction which are of so much benefit in 
the erection of large buildings cannot be 
applied with the same advantage to the 
two-storeyed dwelling-house. With its 
walls of brick, roof of slate or tile, and 
timber for all such purposes as floors, 
rafters, doors and window sashes the tra- 
ditional house can still challenge com- 
parison in stability, comfort and cost with 
any other small. house erected by more 
modern methods. 

Aluminium was one of the materials dis- 
cussed and fibre glass another, and accom- 
panying these lectures there was an in- 
teresting display of articles showing vari- 
ous purposes to which the new materials 
can be put. Naturally, aluminium is 
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generally. employed to replace another 
metal, as in the. case of guttering around 
a.roof and pipes ,to carry, the water down; 
but at othertimes. it replaces. timber, as 
in the case of window sashes, From the 
lecture it appeared that aluminium 1s 
used in a number of alloys, each having 
its own peculiar. properties making it suit- 
able for one purpose rather than another. 
One alloy, we were told, could be used 
for structural purposes because, weignr 
for weight, it was as strong as ordinary 
structural steel. Cost was also compar- 
able. Having stated these, facts, the lec- 
turer added that in. addition to its 
strength the aluminium had the further 
advantage of its lightness. I am certain 
he did not see the pgeiy f into. which 
he had fallen, and I do not think any one 
else did. At any rate, no one remarked 
on it in the subsequent discussion. But I 
was reminded of an incident in my child- 
hood when I was caught by a question 
whether a pound of lead was heavier than 
a pound of feathers. In the case of the 
aluminium alloy there is no advantage 
of lightness because the weight tome be 
there if the strength is to be there. Bulk 
for bulk, a beam of this material will be 
lighter than steel, but it will not be so 
strong. 

It may be remarked in passing that the 
combination of strength with smallness of 
bulk is not always an advantage. A very 
thin steel plate may be strong enough for 
its purpose, but because of its thinness 
it is more liable to rust. Another purpose 
for which aluminium can be used, and 
for which it seems entirely suitable, is 
the making of window frames. But here 
the conservatism of the building industry 
to which I have already alluded is 
important. Builders are unwilling to 
experiment with a new material. Not 
long since, I read in the technical Press 
that steel had been specified for some win- 
dows, but, this material being unavailable, 
application had been made to the authori- 
ties for a licence to purchase the equiva- 
lent quantity of timber. There did not 
appear to be any idea of using aluminium, 
and I suspect that timber would have been 
specified from the first had it been thought 
that it could be obtained. 


Uses of Fibre-glass. 

I have read that fibre-glass is being 
used in some Airey prefabricated houses 
on a London County Council estate at 
Chingford. being placed for insulation 
between the outer concrete walls and the 
fibre-board lining. .The material has been 
known fora long time. I believe that 
a waistcoat, made.from.cloth woven from 
it was showh at one of ‘the early exhi- 
bitions, perhaps that of 1852. At the 
Housing Centre the lecturer said it was 
known to the Venetians in the Middle 
Ages. Then, as now, they were great 
glass workers, and they used glass fibres 
for purposes of ornament on glassware. 
Its use now in building is for shutting out 
temperature and noise. It can be used in 
walls, but is not suitable for placing under 
floors because the trampling of feet reduces 
it to powder. One other possibility was 
illustrated. We were told that a curtain 
of this material would filter out the par- 
ticles of soot which are the chief cause 
of unwholesomeness of the air of London 
and other great towns. Apparently, it 
could to some extent replace the systems 
of air washing to which resort is now made 
ia. many large buildings. It has the 
advantage that it could be applied to a 
single room. Hung behind an open win- 
dow it would not much reduce the light 
and it would filter the air. ably, 
it cannot be washed, because the lecturer 
advised that when it became dirty and 
ineffective it should be replaced. 
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A matter of interest to decorators was 
that from one lecture it that it is 
now possible to order a colour, say, num- 
ber one brown or number two blue, and 
get exactly the same shade whoever 
supplies the material. Such names as Old 
Coffee Pot Brown or Willow Pattern Blue 
are suggestive, but not accurate, because 
each manufacturer matches his own coffee 
pot or willow pattern plate. Accuracy is 
obtained when each name and number indi- 
cates a definite part of the spectrum. 


Timber for Rural Building. 

In connection with the lecture on tim- 
ber, a point arose which I think might 
well be further considered. A mem 
of the' audience, obviously a countryman, 
called attention to trees in hedgerows and 
fields containing valuable timber, but a 
nuisance to the farmer because of casting 
unnecessary shade and impoverishing the 
soil, The lecturer’s comment was that it 
would not pay to cut and convert such 
timber. Presumably it would not be 
worth the while of a saw miller to send 
a great distance to have a few trees felled 
a5 brought to his mill; but it seems to 
me the matter should present itself in 
a different light to a country village wish- 
ing to erect a few timber cottages. Some- 
times, of eourse, trees cannot be felled 
because of entail, but if such timber can 
be obtained at all it ought not to cost 
much. It might be worth while to fell 
a tree and saw it into planks entirely by 
hand labour, and it ought to be possible 
to take a bench and circular saw and set 
this up near where a few trees are. The 
traction engine which takes the bench 
could supply the power to drive the saw, 
as in the case of the traction engine which 
hauls the threshing machine or, for that 
matter, the roundabout. Or an electric 
motor could be used. 

A word may be said about the Housing 
Centre and politics, It is long since hous- 
ing ceased to be merely the enthusiasm 
of a few philanthropists. Few of us now 
reflect that within living memory the idea 
that the State had an interest and duty 
to provide homes for its people was still 
hotly contested. In this matter, as in 
others, the Housing Centre offers an open 


forum, and a few months before the last | 


election Conservative, Liberal, Labour and 
Communist speakers were offered and 
accepted the opportunity of expounding 
the housing policies of their respective 
Parties. 


SCHOOL ' BUILDING 


PERIOD TO BE REDUCED 


Meruops of shortening substantially the 
34 years taken before the war to build a 
school are recommended by a. committee 
of experts in a report to Miss Ellen 
Wilkinson, the Minister of Education, 
published by H.M. Stationery Office, price 
4d. net. 

The committee were appointed last May 
to consider how delays in existing pro- 
cedure for erecting schools and other edu- 
cational buildings could be cut. The actual 
building may be completed in 10 months, 
but even under favourable conditions at 
least 30 months may be taken in acquiring 
sites, preparing plans and estimates, ob- 
taining tenders, and so on. 

The committee think it essential to 
devise and apply methods of school con- 
struction which will make the most 
economical. use of materials. and_ skilled 
labour while they are scarce. Other 
recommendations include an increase in 
the technical personnel of all grades on 
the staff of local education authorities, and 
the employment by authorities of more 
private architects. In view of the present 
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shortage of architects with a knowledge of SOCIETIES & INSTITUTIONS 


R.1.B.A. 
On Tuesday, October 15, the following 
members were elected :— 


post-war school planning and construction, 
it is recommended that the R.I.B.A. be 
invited to arrange suitable courses for 
architects in this field. 

It is also recommended that local edu- 
cation authorities should be given discre- 
tion to dispense with the submission of 
preliminary plans to the Minister in 
certain cases and should be asked to review 
and, where necessary, speed up their own 
procedure. 

Where there is difficulty over the 
acquisition of sites, the committee do not 
recommend immediate resort to compulsory 
purchase, though they think it reasonable 
to prescribe a time limit of three months 
for the completion of negotiations by agree- 
ment. Where the only issue is price, 
arbitration instead of compulsory purchase 
is recommended. 

The committee estimate that the 1944 
Education Act will require a total building 
expenditure of the order of £1,000 millions. 
This will include the building work needed 
for all the reforms covered by the Act, 
including the reconstruction, reform and 
development of primary and secondary 
education, new schools on new housing 
estates, new County Colleges and other 
wide developments in further education, 
and for the expansion of facilities for the 
training of teachers. 

They suggest as a target spreading this 
educational building programme over a 
period of 15 years, allowing an average of 
£70 millions a year, which at present costs 
is roughly double the programme in 1938. 

The members of the committee were as 
follows : Chairman, Mr. W, Cleary, C.B. 
(Ministry of Education); Members, Dr. W. 
P. Alexander (Association of Education 
Committees); Mr. F. Barraclough (Secre- 
tary to Education Committee, Yorks. N. 
Riding); Mr. A. B. Day (Nottingham City 
Surveyor); Mr. T. C. Hayward, C.B.E. 
(Clerk of the County Council, West 
Sussex); Mr. C. G. Stillman, F.R.1I.B.A. 
(County Architects Society); Mr. E. W. 
Woodhead (Kent County Education 
Officer); Secretary, Mr. L. R, Fletcher 
(Ministry of Education). 











WOOD. BLOCK 
FLOORING 


PARQUETRY 


HARDWOOD 
STRIP FLOORING 
Repairs to and re-surfacing 
existing flooring by machines. 


THE PHILIP 


FLOORING COMPANY 
FLOORING SPECIALISTS 
55, East End Road, Finchley, 
N.3. 
Telephone: FINchley 3478 (2 lines) 
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INSTITUTE OF REGISTERED 
ARCHITECTS 


Meeting of Members. 

A well-attended meeting of members o! 
this Institute was held in the Counci) 
Room of the Royal Empire Society ov 
Friday, November 8. The President, Mr. 
W. H. Scanlan, was in the chair. 

In the course of a paper entitled ‘“* Dry 
Rot—a Major Plague,” Mr. F. A. Ruhe~ 
mann, M.Inst.R.A., said : ‘‘ What can be 
done to combat the disastrous and rapidly 
spreading epidemic into which dry rot has 
recently penny see Ney. has been 
told how many dwellings per hundred new 
units erected are being lost. The chief 
cause of preventible loss is dry rot. We 
all know that, due to war conditions, this 
pest has spread and is spreading to 2 
disquieting extent.’” 

It must no longer be left to the indi- 
vidual house owner, the lecturer proceeded’, 
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whether to have his affected property 
cured or not. Dry rot should be treated 
as a Major national concern’and be met 
with the same determination and efficiency 
as epidemics such as typhoid and infantile 
paralysis were counteracted. There should 
be training courses in which building 
technicians were trained: as dry rot 
specialists, 

Mr. Vincent Burr, Mr. 8. E. Woodyear 
and Major Procter took part in the ensu- 
ing discussion, and a hearty vote of thanks 
to Mr, Ruhemann was carried. 

Myr. W. Roseveare introduced the sub- 
ject of war damage rebuilding in relation 
to local authority bye-laws and pointed 
out the difficulties which arose when rein- 
statement of totally destroyed premises 
had to be undertaken in the light of bye- 
laws which introduced requirements not 
in operation at the time the premises were 
built. 

Capt. Montagu Evans suggested that the 
Council should consider the question in all 
its aspects at their next meeting with a 
view to meeting the War Damage Com- 
mission. 

There was also discussion as to whether 
a formal contract between architect and 
client was necessary or desirable. The 
view was generally expressed that such a 
contract was neither necessary wor 
desirable. 


LAW REPORT 


LANDLORD’S SUCCESSFUL APPEAL ON 
QUESTION OF STANDARD RENT 
Court OF APPEAL. 


Before Lorps Justicrs Scort, BUCKNILL 
and SOMERVELL. 


Roberts v. Jones. 


The question to be decided in this case 
was whether the standard rent of a house 
let in September, 1939, at 7s. 6d. a week 
under the provisions of the Housing 
(Rural Workers) Act, 1926, which became 
excluded from the operation of the Act 
in 1941 and then pene within the 
purview of the Rent Restrictions Acts let 
at 17s. 6d. a week was to be taken, as the 
landlord alleged, as 17s. 6d. a week, or as 
the tenant contended, as 7s. 6d. a week. 
The case came before the Court on the 
appeal of the defendant, Mr. J. T. Jones, 
the landlord, from the judgment of Judge 
fivans, K.C., at Caernarvon County Court 
in favour of the plaintiff, Mr. H. Roberts, 
who brought the action to recover from 
the defendant £52 which he alleged he 
had overpaid as the rent of the house 
known as Yns-y Ffordd, Groeslon, Caer- 
narvonshire. 

The material facts were these: The 
defendant bought the house in 1936 and 
the following year it was condemned and 
made the subject of a demolition order. 
Later on defendant expended about £450 
in reconstructing the premises, getting 
towards the cost a grant of £100 through 
the county council under the provisions 
of the Housing (Rural Workers) Act, 1926. 
In December, 1928, the house was let to a 
tenant at 7s. 6d. a week, but in March, 
1941, it became unoccupied, and in May, 
1941, the defendant having repaid to the 
county council the £100, he then let the 
house to the plaintiff at 17s. 6d. a week. 


The County Court Judge decided upon 
the facts of the case that the standard 
rent of the house under the Rent Restric- 
tions. Acts was 7s. 6d. a week and gave 
judgment for the plaintiff, and from this 
result the defendant, the landlord, now 
appealed. 

The appeal. was allowed. 

Lord Justiee Scott, giving judgment. 
said that if from the point of view of the 
Rent Restriction Act the rent of the house 
on September 1, 1939, was 7s. 6d..a week 
that was the standard rent. But if, on the 
other hand, the effect of the Housing 
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(Rural Workers) Act of 1926 was to 
prevent the Rent Restrictions Act from 
applying to a house within the Act the 
rent of 17s. 6d. a week had been properly 
demanded by the landlord. The question 
to be decided was whether Section 12 of 
the Rent Restrictions Act, 1920, as modi- 
fied by the Act of 1939 compelled the 
Court to say that the rent of 7s. 6d. was 
the criterion for determination of the 
standard rent. If a house, let at 7s. 6d. a 
week under the Act of 1926 was to be 
regarded as coming within the Rent Re- 
striction Acts, 7s. 6d. would be the 
criterion, but if those Acts referred only 
to the rent of a dwelling-house which was 
a free house so that the rent then being 
paid would prima facie afford a criterion 
then 17s. 6d. was the criterion to be taken 
in this case to determine the standard 
rent. If the house in question was not a 
free house on September 1, 1939, then the 
Court could not have regard to the time 
when 7s. 6d. was the rent, but must have 
regard only to the rent of 17s. 6d. which 
was the first rent of the house to be agreed 
between the parties after the house, as a 
new house, became free from the restric- 
tions of the Act of 1926 and came, within 
the Rent Restrictions Acts. The Rent 
Restrictions Acts were general legislation 
and the Act of 1926 was special legislation. 
He (the Lord Justice) thought the County 
Court Judge was wrong in deciding that 
the Rent Restrictions Act, 1939, made 
it obligatory on him to take the artificial 
rent of 7s. 6d. fixed under the Act of 1926 
as the rent at which the house was let for 
the purposes of the Rent Acts. The 
appeal in his opinion succeeded and 
should be allowed. 

The other members of the Court de- 
livered concurring judgments and the 
appeal was accordingly allowed. 


Mr. Gilbert Dare appeared for the 
appellant landlord and Mr. Krikorian for 
the respondent, the tenant. 
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NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
ROOFING CONTRACTORS 


ANNUAL DINNER 

THe annual dinner of the National Fed- 
eration of Roofing Contractors took place 
on Monday, November 18, at Grosvenor 
House, Park-lane, London, W.1. Mr. W. 
Watker, President of the Federation, was 
in the chair. 

Proposing the toast of ‘‘ The National 
Federation of Roofing Contractors,’’ Mr. 


Srantey Hearper, Director of thie 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, said he was _ particularly 


pleased to propose the toast) because it 
gave him, as one who in his last years as 
a Civil Servant had something to do with 
War Damage repairs, an opportunity to 
thank all those who did so much, under 
such truly appalling conditions, to repair 
our roofs so quickly. ‘* Hitler,’’ con- 
tinued the speaker, ‘“‘ certainly brought 
home to us the importance of roofs and 
those who make and repair them, and 
that importance has been underlined re- 
cently by Mr. Aneurin Bevan in connec- 
tion with his ‘ Finish the Houses’ cam- 
paign, which is now in full swing and 
wnich, incidentally, he started by a speech 
to, and a discussion with, the Council of 
the N.F.B.T.E. 

** Mr. Porsdike and I have been asking 
ourselves whether, in these very difficult 
times, our two Federations ought not to 
get closer together. However close our 
liaison arrangements may be, the danger 
of separate action arising from separate 
discussions cannot be entirely ruled out. 
lf we concentrate on what we have in 
common and not too much on special 
aspects and details, we shall, I am sure, 
make a considerable step forward. We 
hope that before long we shall once again 
be getting together around the table to 
see what can be done. Mr. Forsdike and 
I will do everything we can to help.”’ 

Tue Prestpent, responding, said the 
work of the Federation of Roofing Con- 
tractors during the war period, when Lon- 
don and the home counties suffered so 
much material damage, had received the 
praise of all the various Departments 
which had an intimate knowledge of the 
work done by members of the Federation. 
The speaker continued : ‘‘ The importance 
of the work that lies ahead of us as a 
section of a very important industry can- 
not be over-emphasised, for it is con- 
cerned with the provision of houses for 
the people. I am sure you will agree that 
we, as an industry, are capable and willing 
to do as much in the future as_we did for 
the country in its time of need. Mr. 
Hearder has referred to the difficulties in 
the supply of materials: I would suggest 
to the controllers that they give us the 
materials and we will accomnlish the wor. 
We are all anxious to see people properly 
housed, for there can be no home life for 
the people until there are houses to put 
them in.”’ 

Mr. E. Soir, vice-president. of the 
National Federation of Roofing Contrac- 
tors, gave the toast of ‘‘ The Guests,”’ and 
Mr. H. Hanson. replied. 

During the course of the evening 4 
presentation of a canteen of cutlery was 
made to Mr. E. Greenwoop to mark his 
term of office as President. 


Scottish Planning Appointment. 

Mr. F. J. Evans, P.A.S.1., M.T.P.I., 
has been appointed to a second post of 
Deputy Chief. Planning Officer. in the 
Department of Health for Scotland. He 
came to the Department in 1943 from the 
planning staff of .the County Council ‘of 
Lincoln, and was promoted to be a 
Regional Planning Officer in 1945. 
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PORTABLE 


HOIST 


Shown in this 
page is the “ Ant” 
mobile hoist, speci- 
ally designed for 
the honse-building 
contractor ‘by the 
British Hoist and 
Crane Ce. Ltd. 
While extremely 
robust ‘{n  construc- 
tion, and well suited 
to work on the site, 
the hoist (which 
can be. positioned 
by one or two men) 
weighs only 173 cwt. 
in full working 
trim. The hoist is 
powered by a petrol- 
driven winch which 
will raise 5-7 cwt. 
through 15 ft, or 
more at 90 ft. per 
minute. Hoists for 
increased loads, 
speeds and heights 
of lift can also be 
supplied to suit re- 
quirements. This 
strong and mobile 
hoist should be a 
most useful item of 
plant for the 
builder, and details 
may be obtained 
from 509, Ipswich- 
road, Trading Es- 
tate, Slough, Bucks. 


NEWS ITEMS 


Return from Services. 


Major Ronald Buller, following his 
release from the Services, has now re- 
joined the firm of Architectural Timbers, 
Ltd., flooring contractors. The company 
has been dormant during the war, but 
has now recommenced trading at 112, 
Woodberry-avenue, Winchmore Hill, 
London, N.21 (Palmers Green 0454), until 
other suitable premises can be found. 


The Rebuilding of Malta. 


Capt. R. L. Reiss, speaking at a recent 
lunch-time meeting of the Town and 
Country Planning Association on ‘ The 
Rebuilding of Malta,” said: ‘* Maltese 
towns have been shattered in the war; 
their economic life depends on us, and 
it is up to us to do the best we can 
for them, not merely in their interests 
but in our own.” 

The speaker also emphasised the 
appallingly high densities prevailing in 
the towns, which, even without the dam- 
age during the war, would have made 
reconstruction necessary. The main 
principles adopted in the replanning 
proposals for the Island include the 
clearance and redevelopment of certain 
well-defined slum areas in all the cities, 
the rebuilding of Senglea, Vittoriosa, and 
Cospicua, the improvement of com- 
munications, the taking of adequate 
steps to vent the continuous sprawl 
of the existing suburban towns, and en- 
suring that the outskirts should be 
planned as compact units. 


British Standards for Lifting Tackle. 


During the past two decades, respon- 
sible committees of the British Standards 
Institution have formulated a series of 
standards for lifting tackle. It is not 
claimed that, even now, these standards 
are either exhaustive or complete, but 
their number and importance justify 
the collection and issue in a_ single 
volume of those which suspend, lift and 
lower a load and which are in common 
use in a large variety of appliances, 
where failure is liable to result in 
casualty. B.S. Handbook No. 4, edited 
by A. lL. Haas, 1.8,0., M.I.Mech.E., and 
eontajniag an introduction by Sir 


ace.” 
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William Stanier, F.R.S., is divided into 
seven sections and_ incorporates the 
oe British Standards: Fibre 
Hepes, .S. 431, 908, 525; Wire Ropes, 
B.S. 302, 329, 621; Terminal Attachments 
for Wire Ropes, B.S. 461, 462, 463, 643, 
464, 716, 1290; Chain, B.S. 394, 465, 590; 
Terminal Attachments for Chain, B.S, 
482, 529, 591, 781, 825. Extracts are given 
from B.S. 15, 18, 24, 84, 729, 762, 858. 
There are approximately 90 full-page 
tables and 70 line drawings included. 

The Handbook was published on 
November 20, price 12s. 6d., from 28, 
Victoria-street, S.W.1. 





The Hall Mark of Craftsmanship 


AYGEE LIMITED 


have pleasure in announcing a 
large extension to their Leaded 
Light Dept., and can now offer 


LEADED & COPPER 
GLAZING 


for delivery 


THREE WEEKS 


Send your orders immediately 


100, Westminster Bridge Road 


LONDON o.u.8 


Telephone: WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 
Also at PERIVALE, Mdx. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Garnkirk.—Plans proposed for extensions a} 
Station-rd. factory, for which the architects are 
Lennox & MacMath, 140, Blytheswood-st., Glas- 
gow. 

Glasgow.—Additions and alterations proposed 
at Glasgow Rubber and Asbestos Works, to be 
carried out by George MacLellan & Co., Lta., 
Shuna-st., Glasgow.—Corporation to erect 260 
houses at Springburn, for which the architect 
is Ronald Bradbury, 20, Trongate, Glasgow. 


Lanark.—Plans in hand for engineering build- 
ings at St. Leonards-st. for David Ross, New 
house Garage & Engineering Works, Lanark. 


Shotts.—Plans prepared for dining-room, etc., 
at grammar school, for which the architect is 
William Watt, Albert-st., Motherwell. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts etill open but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
trom whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


NOVEMBER 29. : 
t*Brierley Hill U.D.C.—58 houses witl» 
fencing, drainage and footpaths at Tack Farm 
estate, Wordsley. J. R. Moore (A.), Councid 
Offices, Mow-st., Brierley Hill. Dep. £2 2s. 
+*East Sussex C.C.—Canteen kitchen at 
Lewes Grammar School for Girls, E. A. Verger 
pay County A., County Hall, Lewes. Dep. 
2 2s. 


t*Essex Standing Joint Committee.—3 pairs 
of houses at Abbs Cross-la., Hornchurch. 
Conolly (F.), County A., County Hall. 

t*Lydney R.D.C.—28 “ Airey” houses at 2 
sites. 8., 63, High-st. Boingst and Rogers, 
29, Rodney-rd., Cheltenham. ep. £3 3s 


NOVEMBER 30, | : 
t*Bristol E.C.—Erection of Junior Mixed and 
Infants’ school at Begbrook, Bristol. J. Nelsop 
Meredith (F.), City A. Dep. £2 2s. t 
t*Bromley T.C.—New servery at Masons-hil} 
C.E. Primary school. B.E. Dep. £11s. 
t*Isle of Ely C.C.—Conversion of existing 
boxroom into bathroom at Whittesley Broad-st. 
County Primary school Head Teacher’s House. 
fR. D. Robson (A.), County A., County Hall, 
March. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by December 14. 
_t*Malden and Coombe T.C.—42 dwellings at 
site No. 12, Elm-rd., New Malden. T.C. — 
_ tTynemouth T.C.—Police garage building at 
junction of Tyne-st. and Norfojk-st. 8B.S., 
Howard-st., North Shields. Dep. £2 2s. 
t*West Sussex C.C.—Alterations to existing 
buildings at East Preston Institution for 
nursery accommodation. F. R. Steele (F.). 
County A., County Hall, Chichester, Dep. £2 2s- 
Tenders by December 13. 


DECEMBER 2. 

Chesterfield T.C.—117 houses at Newbridge-la.. 
Whittington. B.E. and 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Falmouth T.C.—61_ houses and 14 bungalows 
at Penwerris site. H. E. Tresidder, F.S.1., B.S- 
Dep. £3 3s. 4 

Folkestone T.C.—8 houses at junction of Horn- 
st. and Cheriton High-st. E. L. Allman, B.E. 
Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by December 16. 

Haverfordwest 7T.C.—80 houses at Priory 
Coroat site. R. G. Henderson, B.S. Dep. 


t*Hornsey B,C.—32 fiats at_Lorne-rd. and? 
Marquis-rd., Stroud Green. H. Melville 

Richards, B.E. and § 
S. N. Penhate 


4 p. 
Leyland U.D.C.—50 houses. 

Cc. ep. £3 3s. : , 
Liverpool T.C.—Alterations and additions at- 

Garston Technical Institute, Wellington-st. City 

A. and Director of Housing. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Worcester T.C.—Conversion of portion of Pit- 

maston House into two classrooms and cloak- 

rooms, City E. Dep. £2 2s 


DECEMBER 3. 

Aylesbury R.D.C.—10 houses at Dinton. R. C- 
White, architect, Ceely House, Church-st., Ayles- 
bury. Dep. £2 2s. 

Greenwich B.C.—24 flata at Chariton-rd. B.E- 
and 8. Dep. £2 2s. ; 

Guildford R.D.C.—66 Airey houses at 2 sites. 
J. W. Wilton, E. and 8 Dep. £2 2s. 

_isle of Wight R.D.C.—13 pairs of houses at 5 
sites. Council Offices, 30, Pyle-st., Newport. 
I. of W. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Merton and Morden U.D.C.—War damage 
repairs at the Pavilion, Morden Recreation 
Ground. E. e 

+*Norfolk E.C.—Alterations ard additions to 
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block at Bramerton boys’ remand 
home. F, G. Limmer (F.), Ed. a ony 
stracey-rd., Norwich. Tenders. by December 20 

Oxon C.C.—Canteen kitchen and dining-room 
and classrooms at my ne iy C. of E. school. 

R. Hutton, County A., 3, Becket-st., Oxford. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

West Bromwich enilerig w | assembly 
hall and two classrooms at Hill Tep school. 
B.S., Arehitectural Dept., Hardware-st. Dep 
aw’ * 


sanitary 


DECEMBER 4. 

Ripponden U.D.C.—Works in various trades for 
erection of 102 houses at 3 sites. Glendinning 
and Hanson, architects, Albany-chbrs., Commer- 
cial-st., Halifax. Dep. £2 2s. 

Swanage U.D.C.—26 houses at Greyseed 
site, Swanage, and completion of rarpally “4 
structed road. Crickmay and Sons (FF.), 23 
Thomas-st., Weymouth. Dep. : 


DECEMBER 7. 
Armagh U.D.C.—60 houses at Lisanally-la. 
City Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 
Bolton C.B.—Completion of Junior and In- 
eof — at Breightmet (Compton Fold). 
and 

Cornwall C.C.—School canteen and additional 
pee at Falmouth. §& Fog, County A., 
County Hall, Truro. Dep. £2 

Horsforth U.D - —46 houses by ‘Drury -la. site. 
J. Newton Bell, E. and 8. Dep. £5. 


DECEMBER 9. 
Denton U.D.C.—16 houses at St. Lawrence-rd. 
site. KE. and 8. Dep. £3 
Ellesmere Pert Zi D.C.—102 houses at Stanney 
estate. _ and §., Queen-st., Ellesmere Port. 


Dep. 

Huntingdon E.c.Canteen kitchen and 
dining-room for St. Ives County Prim 
schools. T. H. Longstaff, County 8. and Arehi- 
— Walden _— Huntingdon. 

ire C.C.—Classrooms, practical 
roa and Meanceiens at Machynlleth County 
school. T. G. Davies, D. of County Ed. 
Offices, Newtown. Dep. £2 2s. 

Nottingham £.C.—Hutted community centre 
ab Oxclose-la., Daybrook. City E. and S. Dep. 


2. 

Ongar R.D.C.—14 houses with outbuildings, 
drainage, fencing and paths at Blackmore. 
n. and S Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 10. 

Bradfield R.D.C.—(1) Access road, footpaths 
and drains; (2) completion 4 5 pairs of houses 
at Beenham. Dep. 

Featherstone U.D.C.—100 neuses in 7 contracts 
at Streethouse estate. Pennington, _—— and 
Taylor, 45, Ropergate, Pontefract. . £2 2s. 


Settle R.D.C.—5 pairs of houses at a enber- 
rd. (north), High Bentham. E. and 8. Dep 
£2 2s. 

“ DECEMBER 11. 

*Huntingdon 6€.C.—Alterations at ‘“ The 
Holme,” Godmanchester. T. H. Longstaff, 
M.Inst.C.E. (F.), County A. 


Nottingham Te. Eetension to dispensary at 
City Hospital. City E. and 8. Dep. £2. 


DECEMBER 14. 

“Longdendale U.D.C.—16 houses at Mottram- 
in-Longdendale. W. Dobson. ge ey and 
Partners, Jordangate, Macclestield ep. £1 1s. 

Mansfield Woodhouse U.D.C.—(a) 32 housés/ 
bungalows at George-st. (Forest Town) estate; 
(b) roads and sewers at same site; (c) 106 
houses and buhgalows at Cox’s-la. estate; (d) 
roads. and sewers at same site. S. Dep. £2 2s. 

“Oldham C.B.—Alterations and decorations 
at “ Westlands.” A. J. Howeroft and Son, 
Priory-bldgs., Union-st., Oldham. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 16. 

“Barnes T.C.—One biock of 12 flats at Mort- 
lake High- st. B.E. and S. Dep. £2. 
Huntingdon R.D.C.—2 pairs houses at Alcon- 
bury_and 3 pairs at Old Weston. Parkinson 
oy Doe,’ Montagu House, Huntingdon. Dep. 
Warwtenshive c.C.—Adapting M.H. hutment 
at Warwick Hospital to form sleeping accom- 
modation for nurses. County A. ep. £2 gs. 


DECEMBER 18. 


Stroud nt age hg pairs ¢ dapesicns at 

Paganhill. E. and 8. Dep. £ 
DECEMBER 22, 

+Glendale R.D.C.—Roads and onrens and 10 

houses at Phillip’s-ct., Lowick. 2S , Bond- 
gate Without. Alnwick. Dep. 

res: U.D. one neweee at ‘Southcott site. 

A. Rolls (L.), , Bridge-st., Leigh- 


a Buzzard. teat ry ‘bet 


DECEMBER 24. 
*Fareham U.D.C.—72 houses at Winnard’s 
Copse site, Barnes-la, Sarisbury. E. and §S 


Dep. £2 26 
: JANUARY 1. 
‘Brighton C.B “a houses 
estate, Ooldean. 
and §. Dep. £3 he 


at Parkside 
- Howe, M.1.C.E., B.E. 


THE BUILDER 


NO DATE. 
Eltham R.D.C.—5 pairs of houses ai Den-ole 
Farm site. C. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Salford T.C.—Kenewal of gymnasia floors at 
Broughton Modern Senior school. City E. Dep. 
£1 


1s. 
MISCELLANEOUS 


NOVEMBER 320. 
*Heston and Isleworth £.C.—Demolition and 
removal of school indoor shelters and rein- 
statement work. B.E. and 8S. Dep. 23 3s 


DECEMBER 9. 
Chichester T.C.—Demolition and clearance of 
surface shelters, semi-sunk shelters, wardens’ 
posts and static water tanks. City E. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
DECEMBER 16. __ 
East Grinstead U.D.C.—Demolition and clear- 
ance of C.D. structures. C 


DECEMBER _17. 
tourport- vern U.D.C. — Demolition 
and removal of shelters. 8. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
r MATERIALS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 14. 
Wilts C.C.—County S§. 


DECEMBER 31. 
Durham C.C.—County E. and 8. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


NOVEMBER 30. 
East Barnet U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Bulwer-rd. site. E, and S. Dep. £1. 
+*Saffron riage T.C.—Koads and sewers at 


Sheds-la. 8 
DECEMBER 2. 

Beverley R.D.C.—Roads and seers. 
Tickton site. E. and 8. Dep. £1 1 

t*Epping R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Manor-rd., Harlow. Tooley and Foster, archi- 
tects, Midland Bank-chbrs., Buckhurst Hill, 
Essex. Dep. £2 2s 

Exeter T.C.—Laying of approx. 6,800 yds. of 
12 in., 10 in. and 8 in. dia. water mains, etc. 
City E. and 8. Dep. £5 5s. 

eee R.D.C.—Laying of 3,580 yds. of 
4 and 6,110 yds. of 3-in. asbestos-cement 
mains, together with construction of two rein- 
forced concrete reservoirs, two pumphouses, etc. 
Rofe and Rafferty, chartered civil engineers, 3, 
Victoria-st., Westminster, 8.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 

Manchester T.C.—Sewering works at Hulme 
redevelopment area. City 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 

M Tydfil C.8.—Repair a improve- 
ment of 435 streets. B.E. Dep. £2 

North Cornwall Joint Water Ciba tunsteae, 
tion of about 44 miles of 9 in. dia. and ?-mile 
of 12 in. dia. spun-iron water main. Lemon and 
Blizard, consulting engineers, 24, Lockyer-st., 
Plymouth. Dep. £3 3s. 


etc., at 
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South Molton AR.D.C.—Laying of 285 yde. of 
4 in. dia: and 1,440 yds. of 3 in. dia. asbestos 
cement mains and two reinforced concrete worke 
at North Molton and Bhi —_ and 
Rafferty, 3, Victoria-st.. S.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 

Thornton Cleveleys U. D.c. —Sewage pumping 

on at junction of Westmoriund-ave. and 
véleys-ave. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wokingham R.D.C.—Supp! ly and laying of 
about 147 lin. yds. of 6 in. dia. cast-spun iron 
and 800 lin. yds. of 6 in. dia. glazed stoneware 
pipe sewers, etc., at Shinfield. E. Dep. £1 1s- 


DECEMBER 3. 
Guildford &.D.C.—Roads and _ sewers 
Hayne’s Charity Land, Ripley. E. and 5 
2 


2s 
DECEMBER 4. 
Stoke-on-Trent.—Construction of sewers, etc.. 
at Bucknall, Townsend and Longton-rd. drain- 
age scheme. Sir Herbert Humphries and Mc- 
Donald, Consulting E., Revigneen-sii- 90. 
Navigation-st., Birmingham 5. Dep, 


DECEMBER 5. 

Thingoe R. D.C.—Construction and mainten- 
ance of 780 yds. of 7 in. dia. stoneware sewers. 
detritus and sedimentation tank, filter bed. 
humus tank, sludge drying beds, ess at Great 
bp ome a samon and Blizard, 25, Victoria- 

, Westminster, 8S.W.1. Dep. 


DECEMBER 6. 
Dolgelley R.D.C.—Laying of 525 yds. of 
asbestos cement pipes, etc., at Lower Corris. 


ub 
Dep. 


Wallace, Evans and Partners, consulting en- 
gineers, 13, Victoria-rd., Penarth, Glamorgan. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Upton-upon-Severn R.D.C.—Laying of approx. 
16,600 lin. yds. of 6 in., 5 in., 4 in. and 3 in. dia- 
spun-iron water mains and construction of re- 
inforeed concrete reservoir. J Waters, 
M.L.C.E., 25, Temple-row, Birmingham 2. Dep. 


£5 5s. 
DECEMBER 7. 
Coulsdon and Purley U.D.C.—Roads, sewers. 
etc., at Star-la., Hooley. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
Oidham C.B.—-Construction of reinforced tube 
culvert. A. L. Hobson, B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 9. 

Ashbourne U.D.C.—Laying of about 1,400 lin. 
yds. of 7 in. dia. spun-iron water mains, etc- 
E. and 8. Dep. £1 Is. 

Chesterfield R.D.C.—Roads, footpaths and? 
sewers at Ridgeway estate. E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Mildenhall R.D.C.—Sew erage and sewage dis- 
posal works at Brandon. Herbert Bateman 
and Partners, Chesterfield ys mn Batheaston. 
Bath. Dep. £5 5s. 


DECEMBER 10. 
Hornchurch U.D.C.—Roads and_ sewers a} 
Fyfield-rd.. Coombe-rd., Park-la., Hamilton-dr- 
8S. Dep. £2 2s 


DECEMBER 13. 

Caine and Chippenham R.D.C.—Providing ana 
laying of cast-iron water mains at 3_ sites- 
Ross, Hooper and Harvey, engineers, Dallas- 
chbrs., Chippenham. Dep. £1. 

oe oe T.c. Palys, Vice. 13, 0 works. 
J. D. and D, Watson Queen 
Anne’s-gate, Wostwinster, S.W.1. Dep. £ 5 58. 


DECEMBER 14. 
Bagshot R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at housing 
estate. 8S. Dep. £2 
Horsham U.D.C.—Construction of sewers at. 
Foundry-la. and New-pl., Guildford. E. and 8. 


Dep. 
DECEMBER 16. 

Crewe T.C.—Construction of Leighton Vi 
stormwater sewer. E. and §. ep. £5 

Golborne U.D.C.—Construction of 567 lin. ie 
of 12 in. dia. sewer and 196 lin. yds. of 9 
dia. sewer with manholes, etc., at Glasebuty. 
also coupling u up of various properties. Lomax. 
Ingham and Roscoe, engineers, 11, Fold-st., 
Bolton. Dep. £5 3s. 


DECEMBER 18. 
Blackwelt R.D.C.—Laying of approx. 96 yds. 
of 9 in. dia. and 407 yds. of 6 in. dia. concrete 
pie. ss Ppa etc., at Shirebrook. E. and § 


DECEMBER 19. 

Worcester T.C.—Construction of river wall. 
intake, — étc., at waterworks. City E. 
Dep. £5 

ECEMBER 24 

Fareham. U. DO Roads, sewers and smal? 
sewage Ga er aa | at Winnard’s Copse, 
Barnes-la., Sarisbury. E. and §.. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 13. 
Belfast City and District Water Com- 


missioners.—Construction of aqueduct, 53 in. 
internal dia. and approximately 44 iniles in 
length. Secretary, Water Office. Dep. £10. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Brixton.—Scuoo. Extension.—L.C.C. are to 
increase accommodation at the Brixton School 
of policing by a erection of prefabricated 
huts on the site of sath, Brixton-hill at an 
estimated cost of £12,47 

City.—TemeLe Resvu ~ placa —Talks are going 
on between the City Temple Council and the 
Ministry of Works regarding the rebuilding of 
ihe City Temple on its former site in Plumtree- 
<t., below Holborn Viaduct. It is hoped to 
start work some time next year, and an appeal 
for £150,000 towards the cost is to be made. 
There will be an assembly hall to hold 1,000, 
vestry and staff offices above with the church 
proper on the third storey level with Holborn 
Viaduct. 

Friern Barnet.—Meat Depot.—L.C.C. propose 
to build a meat depot on a portion of the site 
at Pinkham-way, at an estimated cost of £9,025. 

Greenwich.— OUSING.—L.C.C. has sanctioned 
the borrowing by the B.C. of £33,313 in con- 
nection with the erection of 28 five-room cottages 
on the Marlborough-la. frontage of the Cherry 
Orchard estate. 

Hackney.—Hovusine.—Church Army Housing, 
Ltd., propose to erect 12 flats and 12 
maisonettes at Hindrey- pl. 

Hackney.—Hovsine.—L.C.C. has sanctioned 
the borrowing by the B.C. of £79,400 for the erec- 
tion at Sandringham-rd. of four ‘blocks of flats 
containing 28 dwellings. 

Hammersmith.—F Lats.—L.C.C. have approved 
a tentative scheme for the development for 
housing purposes of two sites in West-way, 
Wormholt estate. It is proposed to erect two 
houses of the P.3 type and a four-storey block 
of 16 flats at a total estimated cost of 

Hampstead.—Hovusine.—B.C. have approved 
in Lage: vol ae lave A as et hy: 
Messrs. D. F. and A.R.L.B.A 
1, Old Burlingt on — “Ww. 1, for the King et, Pf 
rd. Housing heme. Copies of the plans have 
been submitted to the L.C.0. for approval. 

tslington.—Hovsinc.—The _ City Parochial 

Foundation propose to build 73 flats, with 
<pecial — for the needs of aged persons, 
at the Packington estate. 

Kidbrooke.—Suops.—L.C.C. have approved a 
scheme for the development of a shopping 
«entre on the Kidbrooke-park site. The scheme 
provides for the erection of a 3-storey block of 
12 shops with maisonettes above. _A range of 
six lock-up garages will be provided in the 
yard at the rear. Estimated cost, £47,340, 

Lambeth.—Hovusinc.—A request by the B.C. 
to borrow £16,533 for the acquisition for perma- 
nent housing purposes of a site of about 16.08 
acres, known as the Portobello No. 10 site, has 
een sanctioned by the, L.C.C. 

Mile End.—Hospita. Reparrs—The Patho- 
fogical Laboratory of Mile End Hospital is to 
ve eee by the L.C.C. at an estimated 
cost of £9,97. 

Paddington. ~Houstits —L.C.C. has sanctioned 
the borrowing by the B.C. of £89,668 for the 
«rection of 48 flat dwellings on the St. Mary’s- 
sg. housing site. 

Paddington.—Hovusinc.—The B.C. have ob- 
tained. from Messrs. Ramsey, Murray and 
White prelimina drawings for the velop- 
ment of the Peach-st. area. It has been recom- 
ey by Housing Committee that Messrs. 

E. C. Harris = Partners, F/E.S.1., 3, Bedford- 
8q-, W.C.1, and Mr. W. L. yy .B.E., 
A.M.1.C.E., '%, Victoria-st., 8.W.1, be engaged as 
quantity surveyors ore consulting engineer 
reepeeerely, fer the schem r 

utney.—FLAts.— Plans by Mr. 
Hylton B. Elkington, for the 
Sadlers Buildings ait hie which pro- 
vides for the erection of 12 flats for aged people, 
have been forwarded by the B.C. to the L.C.C. 
for approval. Messrs. L. A. Francis = Sons, 
Vernon House, Sicilian- -ave., W.C.1, have been 
appointed quantity surveyors for the scheme. 

Shoreditoh.—Pvue.tic Barns Exrension.—B.C. 
propose to extend Haggerston Public Baths by 
improving the existing washhouse facilities. 
The cost of the new building, to 4 erected on 
the site of 100.166, Laburnum-st., 

Southwark.—Fats.—L.C.C. bean approved a 
tentative scheme for the development of the 
Rarlow-st. area, adjoining the Alvey estate. 
The scheme provides for the erection of 90 
flat dwelJings, with children’s playground and 
14 perambulator sheds. The estimated cost is 


£135: 

Stockwell.—Hospita, Repatrs.—The isolation 
bieck of the South-western Horgits! is so be 
reinstated at an estimated cost of £19,220 

Wandsworth, — Huvsine. — Mr. fiitee B. 
Elkington, F.RLB.A., has submitted plans to 
the B.C. for the rebuilding of a further 18 
houses on the Furzedown estate. Tenders are 
be be invited in due course. 

Wandsworth.—Hovsinc.—The B.C. are to ask 
Messrs. Sir John Brown and A. E. eae. 
chartered architects, 117, Sloane-st., S.W.1, to 


yee 


prepare schemes for. the development of two 
vacant sites in Skeena-hill, Putney. 
Wandsworth. — Hovsinc. — The B.C. have 
appointed Messrs. Geo. Wier gs and R. 
fWurneaux Jordan, FF.R.1.B 


.A., 28, Wigmore- 


THE SUILDER 


st., W.1, as architects for a development scheme 
for a site in Nutwell- st., Tooting, where it is 
proposed to erect three-storey dwellings. 

Wandsworth.—Hovusinc.—Mr, + Covell, 
A.R.LB.A., 5, tk, Tooting, 8.W.17, 
has been retained by the B.C. as architect for 
a proposed housing scheme in respect of a site 
in Balham High-rd. 

Wandsworth. — Hovsine. — L.C.C. have 
approved plans prepared by the 7 E. and A 


for the erection of six blocks of flats in the 
Wimbledon Park-rd. housing scheme. Messrs. 
EK. Wingfield Bowles and Partners, 32, Old 


Queen-st., 8.W.1, have been appointed consult- 
ing engineers to prepare a heating and _ hot- 
water scheme for the site and tenders are to be 
invited for the construction of concrete founda- 
tions. 

Wandsworth.—Housine.—L.C.C. . propose to 
acquire by compulsory purchase for redevelop- 
ment for housing pozpoees | two sites in Aldring- 
ton-rd., totalling 9,25 acres, and two sites on 
either side of Balham- hill, totalling 4.53 acres. 

Westminster.—Housine.—The C.C. propose to 
make a compulsory pu papchase order in res: ct 
of ‘the area bounded by Grosvenor-rd., £ 
ham-st., Lupus-st. and Glasgow-ter. "for the 
purposes of the Pimlico housing scheme. The 
estimated cost of acquisition, together with the 
cost of the demolition of existing buildings, 
clearing the site, constructing a wall across 
the entrance to, and filling in, the dock on the 
site is £600,600. Messrs, W. L. Scott.and G. 
Wilson, 5, Artillery’ House, Artillery-row, 8.W.1, 
are to be appointed ag civil engineers for the 
foundations and reinforced concrete framework 
of the flats comprising section 1 of the scheme. 

Whitechapel. — Hospita, Extensions. — Mr. 
G. D. Squibb, for the London Hospital, an- 
nounced at the inquiry into the Poplar and 
Stepney Devélopment Plan that the hospital 
governors wanted to extend on the estate on 
which the hospital stands. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Altrincham.—T.C. approved alterations and 
additions to works at reg i st., for Baby 
Carriage Manufacturing Co., 

Blyth.—Projects being Sia chet by T.C. in- 
clude 1,500 houses, maternity home, improve- 
ments to the Links and a crematorium. T. 
Wilson is B.E. 

Boldon.—U.D.C. to erect 210 houses on 17 
acres of land at Whitburn. Plans by N. Hind- 
marsh, 8. 

Bradford.—T.C. approved extensions to works 
at Thornton-rd. for Oswald Tillotson, Ltd. 

Bromsgrove.—Worcs. C.C. propose reorgani- 
sation of kitchen at Barnsley Hall Mental 
Hospital, at £4,802 
‘ Deennaten, 3, .C. to erect High School. Plans 
y 


Dewsbury.—T.C. approved dining-room at St. 
Paulinus R.C. School for Managers. 

Droyisden.—Moorside Stadium, Ltd., propose 
greyhound racing stadium at Moorside. 

Eccles.—T.C. approved motor garage at 
Marsden-st. for . K. Ball, 23a, Clarendon- 
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. and we are in the market to sell Croid. 
But we have always claimed to do more than 
merely se/] glue. Our Service Department 

for man successfully solved the 
technical problems of glue users, and con- 
tinues to do so. 


With the re-imposition of controls, our 
advice becomes more than ever valuable. 
Let our representative advise you how to 
combine economy with effectiveness ; or 
write to our Service Department. 
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(formerly Im roved Liquid Glues reid 
Co, Ltd.), eae. eee hoy 
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cres. ; coiniting factory at Monton-rd., tor 
Ernest Hatton, Ltd.—Lanes C.C. propose police 
houses at Clifford-st., Peel Green. 


Ecclesfield.— West — B.C. _ propose 
primary school, at £121,950. 
Helsby. —Ches -E.C. propose County Grammar 


schools. Plans by E. M. Parkes (F.), County 

Horsforth.—U.D.C. approved kitchen and 
dining-room at National School, Church-la., for 
West Riding E.C. 

Huyton with Roby.—U.D.C. to purchase 16 
houses to be built at Horses Rest site by Para- 
mount. Estates, Liverpool, subject to M.H. 
approval. 

Kent.—C.C. propose 14 schools of Hight con- 
se verpeol.-—TT.C. development of sit 

iv — propose development of site 
between Speke Boulevard and Speke Hall-av., 
for housing estate. 

owton.—Lancs E.C. propose new school. 
Plans by G. Noel Hill (F.), Dosaty A., County 
Offices, Fishergate-hill, Preston. 

Manchester.—T.C. 7 ‘approved: _ Warehouse, 
Vulcan Works, Harrison-st., Ancoats, for Sack- 
ville Estates, Ltd.; canteen to factor: yr. Bank- 
st., Clayton, for Bank Bridge Rubber » Ltd. ; 
extensions, Clarence Works, Clarence- Pick- 
ford-st., Hulme, for James Carr & Co., Ltd.; 
extensions and alterations to remises, St. 
John’s-st., Deansgate, for Leo Swain & Co., 


Ltd. ; reinstatement of Boundary works, Bound- 
ary- st. East, Chorlton-on-Medlock, for T. C. 
Robinson. 


Middlesbrough.—Kitching & Co., Albert-rd., 
Middlesbrough, are architects for additions to 
peamaiags for J Corrie & Co., Lid., Gray- 

, Middlesbrough. 

"Weeedstiones’ twee: —Marshall & Tweedy, 
Grainger House, Blackett-st.,, Newcastle, are 
architects for rebuilding of workshops at Char- 
lotte-sq., for Christie, Malcolm & Co. 

North Eastern Trading Estates.—To erect 
fous faatorien a Sherburn, Co. Durham. Plans 
5 Beis a. Gray & Kinghorn, Camden-st., North 
Shields. 


Oldham.—T.C. approted 59 houses at Strines- 
dale estate and 56 houses, roads and sewers at 
Pennine View estate, Dove-st., Salem. 

Ramsbottom.—U.D.C. propose development of 
seven acres of land at Holcombe Brook, for 
honeina estate. 

Salford.—T.C. approved: Extensions to 
Pc at Hulme-st. for Henry Sutcliffe, Ltd. 
additions, Sampson: ~ Works; Frederick-rd.. 
Pendleton, for Ward & Goldstone, Ltd. ; exten- 
sions, Broughton Copper Works, Black friars-rd., 
for Broughton Copper Co., Ltd. 

Shefheid.—Furnival Steel Co., Farnival-st., 
propose extension at Eyre-la., Arundel-st. and 
Newton-la.—Lathom & Owen, Ltd., propose 
factory at Herries-rd., Wadsley Bridge. 

Southam.—Long Buckby Shoes, Ltd., propose 
factory at junction of outham-Banbury and 
Southam-Leamington-rds. 

Stockport.—Chester Diocesan ‘Board of 
Finance propose church at Lisburne-la. district. 
—T.C. propose branch begs 2 with. lecture-hall 
at Chead Hulme, Approved : 
Junior and infants’ ‘sababl at Broadstone Hall- 
td., at £38,983; alterations and additions at 
Newton Mills, Manchester Old-rd., for R 
Sawdon & Co., Ltd. ; alterations and additions 
to commercial garage, Throstle-gr., Hatton-st.. 
for Richardson & Waller, 

Stockport.—T.C, approved agditiens to. pre- 
mises at Gorton-la., Reddish, for A. B. Jack- 
son; additions te Faulder’s Mill, Warren-st., 
Manchester Home and Export Co., Ltd. ; exten- 
ag to works, Reddish-rd., Reddish, for nee 
ley Bros., Ltd. ; light engineering works, 23, 
Higher Hillgate, — Harrison Brow. 

Swadlincote.—U.D.C. approved extensions to 
works at Church Gresley, Mason, Cash & Co. 
Pool Potteries. 

Tipton.—T.C. approved extensions . works, 
Perry-st., for Fletcher, Houston & 

Weardale.—R.D.C. planning to "a8 
houses. 

West Bromwich.—T.C. approved extensions to 
factory at Church-la., for A. Adams & Co., Ltd. 

West Hartlepool ora additions proposed 
for Durham Paper Mills, Ltd. 

Willenhall,—Building Committee propose 
Memorial Hall, at £20.000. 

Workington.—T.C. approved alterations at 
Hippodrome for W. Bailey; additions, Grey- 
hound Stadium, Lonsdale Park, for Directors. 

Wortley.—R.D.C. propose developing 69 acres 
of land for housing estate at Lane-end, Chapel- 


town. 
TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. ° 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

§ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

departmenis, 

_ Alston.—20 houses for North Eastern Hous- 
ing Association, Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *H. 
Kearton & Sons, Alston, Cumberland. 
Ashton-under-Lyne. — 50 additional “No 
fines”’ houses, at Reyner-la. site, for _T.C. 
A. T. Kemp. B.8.: *George Wimpey & Co.. Ltd., 
6, Sodareatth. -gr., London, W.6 £63.243. 

Backworth.—Five houses for Northumber- 
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land Aged Miners’ eee Association. Archi- 
tects: W. Dixon Son, 1, Collingwood-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne : “a Kindred, 371, West-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

a .—140 houses, Contracts Nos. 1 and 2, 
for T Cyril Richard, City E: *T. B. Gorst 
& Son, East Saltney, Chester, £175,343. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—Houses, for C.B. E. 8S. 
Ballard, Building Manager, Salthouse-rd.: 92 
at Greengate (north) site: “Direct Labour, 
£99,667 ; 146 at Ormsgill estate: *Direct Labour, 
£173, 7183 (both approved by M.H.). 

Belferd.—20 houses, for R.D.C.: “TT. B. 
Gregory & Sons, St. Aidans, Seahouses, North- 
umberland. 


.—Houses for U.D.C. A. P. Taylor, 
Belper as 


architeek, Eight at Wheeldon-av. : 
bp ad Marsh-la., £10,000; eight at Alton- 
*W. Alton & Sons, Ltd., £10,000; four at 

ifoant Pleasant-dr. : *Broderick Bros., £5,085; 
jour at Mill-st.: *Whartons Builders, £5,000. 
(All of Belper.) 

Bideford.—Six Airey type houses at Monk- 
leig “~ for R.D.C. A. Richards & Son, Lang- 
tree, £8, 


Bishop Auckland.—36 houses at St. Helen’s, 
Auckland, for U.D.C.: *Bell & Ridley, Durham, 
£47,987. 

Boldon.—Steel-framed building for Insulating 
Products, Ltd.: *R. Frazer & Sons, Ltd., Heb- 
burn-on-Tyne. 

Braughing: —Six houses at Horsmead site, for 

LD: *J. L. Glasscock & Son, Causeway, 
Bishop’s Stortford (£8,485 negotiated tender 
accepted subject to M.H. approval). 

Brixham.—Block of four houses at Castor-rd. 
estate, for U.D.C.: *T. & Stockman, Bolton- 
st., Brixham, £4, 040 (subject to M.H. approval). 

Buckingham.—Erection of 53 houses. for 


D.C. Scherrer & Hicks me 210, Upper 
Regent-st., London, W.1:_* . Lovell & Bon, 
Ltd., Gerrards Cross, Boks. £43,948 (30); 


*F. J. Walker. Winslow, Bucks, £32,523 (23). 
(Subject to M.H. approval.) 

hester-le-Street. owe police houses, for 
cork C.c.: *J. M. Black (Jun.), Ltd., Bk. 
Glen-st., Hebburn-on-Tyne. 

Crosby.—Repairs and conversion of Nos._3 
and 4, The Esplanade, Waterloo, for T. R. 
Fothergill, B.C.: *Fairclough & Foster, ‘Bootle, 
Liverpool 20 (estimated cost, £5,000). 

Dartford.—20 houses | at Sackville- a ye 
mington, for R.D.C.: *Gough, Coo 
Ltd.. 19-21, Collingham- -gdns., Lon of ews 
£23,200. 


ute: —Houses at Holly Lodge estate, for 
Re. H. Gibbons, B.S. 252 houses: *Simms, 
Sons & ‘Cooke, Ltd., Haydn-rd., Sherwood, Not- 
tingham, £269,139 ; 95 houses: "*Mark Round & 
Sons, New-st., £32, 237; 16 houses: *J. Felton, 
Aston-rd., £15,765; 12 houses: *A. J. Crump & 
Sons, Ltd., Aston-rd., £12,014. 

Eccles.—10 houses at Peel Green-rd., Patri- 
croft, for T.C. Tom Elce, B.E.: *Direct Labour 
Dept., £11,212. 

Epping.—Conversion of huts at Moor Hall 
iste” heusitie accommodation, for R.D.C.: 
*C. M. Coleman, Market-st., Harlow, Essex, 
£2,964 (subject to M.H. approval). 

Gateshead.—Factory at Trading Estate, for 
en Steel Co.: *Stanley Miller, 17, North- 

, Newcastle. 

pptee-- ie of 67 houses on the 
Rocks-la. site, for T.C.: *The Ringmer Building 
Works, Ltd., The Broyle, Ringmer, Sussex, 
£87,437 (subject to M.H. approval). 

Isle of Man Local Government Board.—24 
houses with site, layout-roads, drainage off 
Church-rd., Lonan. J. P. Domas (A.), char- 
tered architect, Martins Bank-chbrs... Victoria- 

Douglas of A. a steassnanat 
Aiberta-dr., Dacton: LOM., £38. 

Jarrow.—Factory for Neuchatel oe, Ltd., 
Newcastle: *D. Glen, Back Queen’s-rd., Jarrow. 

L.c.c.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 placed by 
L.C.C. during period ende November 13:— 
Wiring and fittings for electric lighting, etc., 
in blocks of dwellings at Percival-st. site, Fins- 
tury: Newman & Watson, Ltd., 45, Notti 
ham- pl., W.1. Completion ‘of erection of block 
5 of dwellings and erection of three shops, and 
erection of block 24 of dwellings and provision 
of a children’s fitted playground at Springfield 
estate, hen a a Prestige & Co., Ltd., 
Grosvenor- rd., 

ppkicsiaat tick station, including two 
150 ft. masts, at Moor Top, near Farnley Leeds, 
for B.B.C.: *W. Nicholson & Sons (Leeds), Ltd., 
Hunslet. 

Liverpool.—Works for E.C. L. H. Keay (F.), 
City A. Three additional classrooms at Chirld- 
wall Valley High School: * Lothian, 4. 
Broadgreen-rd., £4,514; two bungalows for staff 
at Hightown remand home: *M. H. James, 
Croft-la., Hightown, £2,080; science laboratory 
at Toxteth Junior Technical school: *Tallis 
Bros., 182, South-st. 8, £1,141; alterations at 

‘Fremont for conversion into annexe to 
Holly Ledge High school for Girls: *C. J. 
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Dexie. 15, Victoria-st. 1, £3,700 (all of Liver- 


County Council.—Works for C.C.: 
laren of 20 «dwellings of pre-war type 
& ae Drysdale House, Drysdale estate, Shore- 


Tersons, Builders, Finsbury _... .. £19,600 


J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth ... od 

Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham oad 

C. t. berts & Co., Ltd., Holborn .... 7 i 
& Co., Ltd., Westminster 16,978 


Bey ent (Builders), Ltd., Lewisham 16,964 
*Prestige & Co., Ltd., ‘Westminster... 16,674 
Comparable estimate of director of housing 
and valuer, £14,753. 

Goaritdeberes v blocks 1 and 2 of dwellings 
and 12 ge sheds at Sheringham 
estate, St. Marylebone. Accommodation will 
- rise 99 dwellings containing 301 rooms:— 

iam Harbrow, Ltd., Bermondsey... £117,477 

Wit Construction Co., Ltd., West. 

1“ re . 115,474 
C. ‘Gibson, “Ltd. “Croydon ot 110,247 
Waiter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., Finsbury 108,400 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., ‘Kingston- 

on-Thames _... 105,460 
R. Mansell, Ltd., Croydon... =e 
g ‘harles S. Foster & Sons, Loughton om 

J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth ... 
e one & Sons, Ltd., Leicester ... 

th Bros., Ltd., Holborn ... 
*Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham . 95,468 

Comparable estimate of director of housing 
and valuer is £96,918. 

Construction of blocks 24 to 26 of dwellings 
and 15 shops y White City estate, Hammer- 
-_ contract, A) :— 

earley, Ltd., Hammersmith ... £212,946 
199,197 


The | Ashford Builders Co., td., 

olborn ah ‘is ae ae a 
John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., Westminster 194,321 
Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., St. ag ibs ngs 184,325 


Gensge Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Denham.. 183,598 
Burgess, Ltd., Westminster 181,562 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth .. 180,400 
A. ; Fy Lid., ba ei 176,415 
Harry Neal, Ltd., St. lebone ... 175,259 
Gee, Walker & Sister” Tid, West- 
Fae ... 172,980 
J. Gleeson, Ltd., North Cheam |. 168.200 


Be estimate of director of housing 
and valuer is £165,63 

Block 16 of Tectinks, comprising 10 three- 
room and 10 four-room flats of pre-war three 
type, with minor Emarevemients, at Kennington- 
park estate, Lambeth:— 

Demolition and Construction Co., Ltd., 

Westminster ... rhe oi 
Soole & Son, Ltd., Richmond ~. ... 28,742 


John Crewdson, "Horley fa ... 28,361 
William Harbrow, Ltd., Bermondsey ... 28,071 
Rowley Bros.. Ltd., Tottenham ... once, Shae 
Stone & Co. (Bristol), = ee a ate 


Hill & Gurr, Bromley, 26,873 
Henry Kent (Builders), bat Lewisham 26,636 
Walker (Tooting), Ltd., Croydon... 26 


J. Chapman & Sons, Ltd., Leicester ... 

*A. N. Coles (Contractors), Ltd., Pad- aa 
dington ... 23,590 
Comparable estimate of director of ‘housing 

and valuer is £23,638. 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the 


value of £500 or over for week ended Novem- 
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ber 16:—Building work: F. R. Hipperson & Son, 
Ltd., London, E.C.2; Walter Llewellyn & Sons, 
Ltd.. London, E.C.4. Steam heating instal- 
lation: Bearfoot & Bryett, Ltd., London, 8.E.10- 
—— Bo sg say ~ work, Wilkins & Coventry. 


Ltd.., istol; F. Shepherd & Son, L 
Roles t "Son, ‘Ltd., Salisbury; John Eakin & Co., 
Ltd., Londonderry. 

London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 


M.O.W. during week ending November 14 :— 
London: Deptiord, B.64, additional sites, Seco 
houses, Henry Kent Ciuildere. Ltd., 51, Beacon- 
road, Lewisham; Battersea additional sites, 
Seco houses, Kirk & Kirk. iia Atlas Works. 
Putney ; Wandsworth 12 additional sites, Seco 
houses, Kirk & Kirk, Ld., Atlas Works, Putney; 
Greenwich, Charlton Manor school, dining-room 
and kitchen, Thomas & Edge, Ltd., 25, Greens 
End, Woolwich, 8.E.18; House of Commons, con- 
versions for library bookstore, John Mowlem & 
" , 91, Ebury Bridge-rd., S.W.1; Stanhope- 
rd., N.3, * Christchurch school, temporary build- 
ing, Albert Monk, Edmonton, N.19; Crowland- 
rd., N.15, secondary modern school, temporary 
buildings, Synroc Products Construction, a. 
Trebeck-st., Mayfair, W.1; Hackney, Tottenham- 
rd. school, “dining-room and gcullery, Wm. Shur- 
mur & Sons, Ltd., Riverside Works, Upper Clap- 
ton, E.5. Ayrshire: Ayr, St. Margaret’s R.C- 
school, temporary ‘classroo ms, RK. Hutchinson 
(Bldrs.), Ltd., 3, Falkland Park-rd., Ayr; Ayr. 
Russeli-st. school, temporary classrooms, R. 
Hutchinson (Bldrs.). Ltd., 3, Falkland Park-rd.. 
Ayr. Banffshire: Banff and Gardenstown, site 
work, Arcon houses, Alex. Hall & Son (Bldrs.), 
Ltd., 15, Mid Stocket-rd., Aberdeen. Bucks: 
Chesham, Germain-st. school, temporary class- 
room, Jesse Mead, Lid.. 176, Berkhamstead-rd.. 
Chesham. Cambridge : Cambridge Sorting 
Office extensions, Kerridge Camsree Ltd., 
ives at:; Cambridge. Carmarthen janellv 
R.D.C.1, sites and foundation for aluminium 
houses, T. Richard Jones, Dolwerdd oe 
Ammanford. Ches.: Birkenhead, Prince-st., 
on and sculleries, L. L. Roberts, ? 
Old Chester-rd., _ Bebington. Denbighshire : 
Wrexham, Grove Park grammar school, dining- 
room and kitchen, John Hughes (Conts.), Ltd.. 
12a, Holt-st., Wrexham; Abergele, auto, Tel. ex- 
change W. H. Jones (R.P.) & Sons, Peny-y- 
Bont Workshops, Abergele. Devonshire: Ply- 
mouth, ©.C. 14a, residual work, aluminium 
houses, J. Ga rrett & Son, Ltd.. 34. Tavistock- 
rd., Plymouth. Essex : Chadwell Heath, B.T.'T.C., 
erection, Kent & Sussex Contrs., Lid., Erith. 
Kent; Harlow, Fawbert Barnard’s — school, 
kitchen and dining-room, J. Cowlin & Sons, 
New-rd., Harlow 
Flintshire: Prestatyn ‘Telephone Exchange, 
temporary building, R. A. Buckle, Gas Works- 
la., Prestatyn. loucester: Bristol 184, sites 
for. aluminium houses, Downing Rudman & Bent. 
Old-rd., Chippenham, Wilts. Hants : Farn- 
eh RAE E., construction of roof lining to 
hangar “D,” J. Chuter (Farnborough), Lid., 
166, Lynchford-rd., Farnborough; Lyndhurst, 
Northerwood House, repairs and decorations, 
J. F. Gamble & Sons (New Forest), Ltd.. High- 
st., Lyndhurst. Kent: Welling, War Memorial 
Hall, alterations and adaptations, Henry Kent 
(Bldrs.), Ltd., 51, Beacon Hill, Lewisham. 
Lanarkshire: Glasgow, St. Saviour’s school, 
dining-room and scullery, L. Kirk (1945), Ltd.. 
39, Kilbowie-rd.. Clydebank; Moodiesburn and 
Muirhead, site work and foundation, aluminium 
houses, Gray’s Ferro Concrete Co., Ltd., 
Douglas-st., Glasgow, C.2: Glasgow, 17. Arman- 
st., site work and Tarran houses, McKean & Co., 
147, West-st., Glasgow, C.2. Lancs: St. Helens, 
St.’ Teresa’s' R.C. school, temporary building, 
Arthur McColl & Son, Cambridge-rd., St. Helens: 
St.. Helens, Lowe House R.C. school, temporary 
building, Arthur McColl & Son, Cambridge-rd.. 
St. Helens. Middx: Teddington, N.P.L.. chemi- 
cal research laboratory, Sloggetts (Contrs.). Ltd., 
209, High-st., Hampton 7. Ruislip, Ruislip 
Gatdens” school, kitchen. W. 8. Try, Ltd., Cow- 
ley, Uxbridge; Hatch find. Grimsdvke primary 
school, temporary building, Bradshaw Bros. 
Cage Ltd., Regent House, Regent-st.. W.1: 
Wembley, Oakington Manor primary 
kitchen and dining-room, F. & C. Costin, Ltd.. 
226, Kenton-rd., Harrow. Northumberland: 
North Shields, Chirton No. 2, central kitchen, 
Alfred #. Appleton, 41. Mariners-la., Tynemouth. 
Renfrewshire: Elderslie West, site work and 
Tarran houses, David R. Gilchrist & Co., Ltd.. 
25, Greenlaw-dr., Paisley. Warwickshire : Bed- 
worth, 3A sites for temporary housing, Burns 
Guest & Sons, Ltd., 101, Grantham-rd., Spark- 
brook, Birmingham: poaareeen m. sites for 
temporary housing, W. td., 15a, 
Stratford-rd., Shirley, Birmingham Birming- 
ham ” sites for temporary housing, Nathan 
Hyde, 6. Claremont-rd.. Sedgley, near Dudley. 
Yorks : Steeton R.O.F.. M/S storage, repairs te 
roofs, Northern Ssonlts & Roofing Co., Lid. 
Cardigan-rd.. Leeds_6: Skinton. boys’ grammar 
school, . kitchen, Edgar Gadie, Ltd. Dale- 
ehbrs.. Dale-st., Rradford: Skipton, giris’ high 
school, kitchen, — Gadie, Ltd., Dale-chbs., 
Dale-st., Bradford 
London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
planed by War Dept. for week ended November 
2*—Edinburgh: Miscellaneous work, Wm. 
Scobie, Edinburgh. Hampshire: Miscellaneous 
work, W. H. Bryant: & Son, Romsey, Hamp- 


H 
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City Council: Park View 


shire; Building work, Lee Bros. (A‘dershot), work, ak & Sons. Siow Buckinghamshire. *Paul Rhodes, Ltd:. 
Aldershot, Hampshire. —34 houses, for U.D.C.: *L. Wilkinson, Woes Cardi an-la., Burley, Leeds. 
Works ‘contracts placed by War Dept. for Litd., March Seaiibct to M.H. approval). our houses and six shops at Sun- 
week ended November 9 :—Bucks : Miscel.aneous Ss iddieton.—40 houses for T.C. J. Pollard Rh estate: *William Leech, 2, Clayton-rd., 
<= L.), B.E. and Architect: *Whiteman & Ashton, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
22, 315 (2); *Whitworth Bros., Middleton Junc- Walsall.—Houses, for T.C.: 100 “ Wates” 
tion, £2,315 (2); *W. Richards, Grey-st., £2,315 houses at Dudley Fields: 26 *G. Calverley & Sons, 





éuulen for U. 
Lemington. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
ing works, for 





UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


gdns. 





at Hiddleston-av. : 
st., Newcastle-on- 


BUILDERS Son, 3 


tects: 


are now members of the 
for R.D. C. 


y E. KB. 
lington, £7,440. 


OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry. 


for B.C.: 


Southport. 
Immaculate _K&.0. 
Managers: 


Tewkesour 
for T.C.: 


Tynemouth. —100 
| cm H. 

50); *J. 
Nevin Shields (50). 





THIS FEDERATION IS HERE 


(2); *R. Partington & Son, L 
(16); wed. Green & Son, Stocks House, Cheet- 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.— Extensions to confection- 
ery factory at Barrack-rd., for C. Leech & Co. : PMiavets 
*T’. Hutchinson & Co., Elswick-rd., Newcastle. 


resco, Ltd., Spital Tongnes: 
*T, Hutchinson & Co., 
wick-rd., Newcastle.—12 houses at Patterdale. *J. Kidd 
Architects: Marshall & Tweed 8. 
er House, Blackett-st., Newcastle: 
ros., Pillars Yard, 


Alterations at Brinkburn cinema, Brinkburn- 
st. Architects: Marshall & Tweedy, Grainger 
House, Blackett-st., Newcastle: *W. W. Kel: 
Bk. Hanover-sq. a6 Newcastle-on- Tyne; six houses 
"+p taal Hannington- 


nom Romney.—50 paneen for T.C. Culpin & 
Southampton-pl.. 

'*E. W. Sanders (London), Ltd., 49, New- 

ington-causeway, London, S. »¥ £66, ‘023. 
Pershore.—20 houses at ory, Orchard site, 
J. Holmes, A. 

Pershore, Salop, 


High-st., £35,960 

Ploughiey. —Six houses at Chesterton, for 
R.D.C. F. = Openshaw (A.), 
Architects, St. Giles-st.. Oxford. Quantities 
b *Knibbs & Elger, Kid- 


Babbs & Sons: 


Port Erin (Douglas, Isle of Man).—28 houses, 
for Port Erin Commissioners: *M. M 
Sons, Port Erin, £4 
Southall.—_Two houses at Pa Margaret-rd., 
*Messrs. Ridley, £3,856. 
jort.—School dining-room at Our Lady 


*Humphreys, Ltd., 1122, Royal Ex- 
change-bldgs., Exchange-st., Liverpoo = 

.—34 houses at Pre Park estate, 
*Espley & 
Evesham, £48,000 (subject to “iH” approval). 

Tring. —Houses for oe 

Sons, Akeman-st., Tring, £31,250 (26); 

rowell, 17, Muswell-la., ting, £9 451 (8 
houses for 
Rigby, 150, Verney-rd., 

HH.’ Rogers, 


Wakefield.—Four houses at 


Wimpey ” houses at 


Leicester, £133,000; 
tG. Wimpey & Co. 


Green Rock-la. (south) : 
Ltd., Uxbridge, £120,708 ; ry houses at Well-la. 


odge-st, £16,418 


ham’ Hill Cheetham, Manchester 8, £20,788 
ae. sree of aracon-tyne. 1 twWm. Emery, William- st., Walsall, £9,600 
a —12 houses at Chapel House Wandsworth.—Works for B.C. 92 maisonettes 


*John Bain, Duchess-dr., at Notre Dame estate. Loner emg ©. H. James, 
R.A. tClarke ta & - 

116 flats at Iron Mill-pl. : 
Lovett Gill (F.): tWalker (Tooting), Ltd., 
Beddington-la., Croydon, pore ’ 542 
Coabject to L.0.C. ap ag pair and con- 
irae of Coventry Hall Kroatien High-rd. : 
& Son (Builders), Ltd., 99-101, Crescent. 


.-Additions to dry-clean- 
Wansbeck House, Els- 


Grain- Wa £10,211. 
‘ikinson a ton.—132 houses at 18 sites, for 
* High- st., Gateshead— R.D. . C. Oxley, S.: *E. Lunt & Son, 4, 


Lord Nelson-st. ; W. Barnes & Son, ‘Waralah 
Woolston; *C. A. Payne, Quay Fold, Live 

rd.; *H. Woollacott, 68, Green- la., Padget ate 
(all of Warrington). 


‘sme ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING co 


SMART'S LANE 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 


eisey, 











London, W.C.1, archi- 


Pettifer, 19, 


Oxford Allied 


cArd 


SALES HIRE 
ERECTION CRADLES 
™~ : 

WOOD BLOCK 


FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


school, Birkdale, for 








igh-st., 





Co., 





rai f Honour & 
i Har- 
Corporation: 
North Shields 
Queen Alexandra-rd., 


Flanshaw, for 








TO SERVE YOU. 














SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 pa. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
And over 50 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 


‘Phone er write: 
Secretary: 


23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3. 

The address of your Branch Secretary 

will be forwarded. 






f 








SANITARY 
FITTINGS AND 


FIREPLACES 
FOR 


PERMANENT 
HOUSING SCHEMES 
GEORGE WRIGHT connor) LTB. 


19, NEWMAN STREET, LONDON, W.1 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 | 








9 Patent * 
Boyle's -u-*» Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
27, JOHN ADAM STREET, ADELPHI, W.C.2 





IN USE 





























Phone: MUSEUM 6172-3 @ Tel.: Temple Bar 5859 
FOR FACTORY CONSTRUCTION 
BROTHERS LIMITED 
BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
te & ENGINEERS 
ae re les) of 
LPUL: re vere Pe CAMBERWELL 
W.& M.NEGUS-LT2 ___ HEAD OFFICE : 
Station Works, KiNG JAMES Sr.,s.£1. | $BEHd, semen: nicht ia ON, Wit 























